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PFLAG MEETING 
SUNDAY, July 15TH, 2:30 P.M. 

CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM 
 

The meeting facilitator is Dan Smith and the discussion topic is: 
 We have just finished Gay Pride Month with many celebrations. Now, Let’s Remember Some History. 

 Does Understanding LGBTQI History Lead Us to a More Respected and Integrated Future? 
 

Light refreshments provided by  
Please volunteer to bring light refreshments to a future meeting.  

Email: info@PSpflag.org 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
— Mike Balasa 

Too many people in this country are not enjoying the benefits of a good economy. California is wealthy 
with full employment and high wages. Housing values are rising, and the State treasury has a surplus. Yet, 
the streets of the cities are full of homeless persons and many people are struggling to survive financially. 
The situation is even worse in the middle states where jobs are plentiful but only for low paying jobs with 
little or no benefits. Many people are going without healthcare and have no savings.  

When a large portion of the population becomes desperate and feels abandoned by their government, 
unrest and animosity begin to rise. Desperate people begin to look for someone to blame. We saw in the 
last presidential election a large number of people who voted against the establishment. 

A pernicious result of difficult times is the tendency to place blame on minorities. People who normally 
feel part of the majority resent the attention and sympathy that minority people receive. Namely, the 
middle state white person, who has always enjoyed middle class status is now looking for someone to 
blame for a demoted economic status. During the election the favorite target was immigrants, who it was 



believed by many white voters, were getting special government benefits and taking jobs away from 
Americans (white men). Next, some voters were unhappy with any minority who they felt received special 
privileges. Unfortunately, that now includes the LGBTQI community.  

The recent Supreme Court decision involving a baker in Colorado, spurred a hardware store owner in 
Tennessee to put up a “No Gays Allowed” sign. Radical preachers are calling for the killing or jailing of 
gays. The unhappy people see that gays are getting sympathy and acceptance from the public, 
entertainment media and news sources; and, they feel ignored and unappreciated. As their resentment 
grows they will support politicians who want to roll back hard fought civil rights.  

We must be aware of the dangerous times we are facing. If the economy grows worse, I fear we are in for 
a difficult period. Get involved and stay informed.  

  

STATE LGBT VETERAN’S MEMORIAL IN CATHEDRAL CITY 
As of this writing, a proposal to designate the Veteran’s Memorial located in Cathedral City, as the official 
State LGBT Veteran’s Memorial has passed the Assembly by unanimous vote and the Senate 
Governmental Organization Committee voted to approve the measure. The proposal was introduced in 
February, by Assembly member Eduardo Garcia as AB 2439. The bill now goes to the full Senate and upon 
passing the bill will go to the Governor for signing.  
 
The person most responsible for the project is Thomas (Tom) Swann Hernandez who is a nationally 
recognized veteran and gay rights advocate. Tom first spearheaded the drive to designate the memorial 
in 2001. Tom’s activism includes bringing a complaint against the Department of the Navy with the help 
of the ACLU to add sexual orientation to the list of protected people in the Navy’s Equal Employment 
Opportunity policies for civilian employees. In 2011, Tom was one of several veterans invited by President 
Obama’s White House to witness the signing of the repeal of “Don’t ask, don’t tell.” Tom is the founder 
and Commander of American Veterans Post 66 in Palm Springs as well as the founder and current 
President of Veterans for Peace of the Inland Empire.  

Tom appeared before the Senate Committee along with Assemblyman Garcia, to testify on behalf of the 
LGBT Veteran’s Memorial. Before appearing before the committee, Tom wrote these thoughts in an e-
mail to his friends, “. . . Over the years I have met many LGBT friends who said they lost their lover either 
in war or while on active duty during peace time. These LGBT friends have shared with me their heartbreak 
that the military did not permit them to participate in the funeral service. This has troubled me for many 
years and I have wanted to take some corrective action to heal this pain. So today I amended my State 
Senate testimony to include the fact that when the state designates our memorial as a state memorial 
there will be more exposure and media coverage of the memorial. And that will result in more people 
hearing about our memorial and driving to Cathedral City to pray for their loved ones at our memorial. I 
am on a sacred mission to help people grieve, find some closure and peace.” 

 AB 2439, the LGBT Memorial Bill, received endorsements from the California Department of Veteran 
Affairs; four former presidents: Gerald Ford, Bill Clinton, George Bush and Barack Obama; and, three 
former Governors, Gray Davis, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Jerry Brown.  

  



SUPREME COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF ANTI-GAY BAKER 
Colorado baker, Jack Phillips, who refused to bake a cake celebrating a same-sex wedding, won his case 
in a Supreme Court ruling. The decision is characterized by observers as narrow and, hopefully, with few 
applications to non-discrimination laws in the public marketplace. What the Supreme Court upheld was 
the right of a tradesperson to refuse to create a work that has a message offensive to the tradesperson’s 
beliefs. This makes sense. Consider a gay baker asked to create a cake with an anti-gay hate message. 
Phillip’s attorney, Kristen Waggoner, said, “Jack serves all customers; he simply declines to express 
messages or celebrate events that violate his deeply held beliefs.”  

The ruling written by Justice Kennedy, included a statement that hopefully will limit the right of bigots to 
discriminate against LGBTQI persons. Kennedy wrote, “Our society has come to the recognition that gay 
persons and gay couples cannot be treated as social outcasts or as inferior in dignity and worth.”  

Unfortunately, for all the clarifications there is now a notion in the minds of anti-gay bigots, that the 
Supreme Court gave permission to discriminate. A Tennessee hardware store owner made the news by 
placing a “NO GAYS ALLOWED” sign in his store window. He told reporters, “They gladly stand for what 
they believe in why can’t I? They believe their way is right. I believe it is wrong.”  

There is no doubt the religious bigots will try to make the case that the Supreme Court ruling applies to 
any business owner’s freedom of expression. A lawyer with the Christian public interest law firm Alliance 
Defending Freedom said, “People like Jack Phillips who believe marriage is the union of man and a woman, 
that they too have a legitimate place in public life. Or does he have to hide or ignore those beliefs when 
he’s participating in the public square?” 

Camilla Taylor of Lambda Legal said, “What the religious right is asking for is a new rule specific to same-
sex couples that would not only affect same-sex couples but also carve a hole in non-discrimination laws 
that could affect all communities.” In the future there will be many more cases brought before state courts 
challenging current protections for minorities. The Colorado baker ruling, while narrow in scope, opened 
the door for further testing of limits. Taylor expressed her concern for the future, “We’re very concerned 
about the composition of the federal bench. Under the Trump administration, we’ve seen a number of 
federal nominees who have been ideologues, who have taken positions about the very right to exist of 
LGBT people. . .” 

 
 

PRIDE PROM 2018 
Each year Safe Schools/Desert Cities presents a Pride Prom for high school youth and youth up to age 22. 
This year the Prom was held on May 11th, 8:00 P.M. to Midnight at the Palm Springs Air Museum. The DJ 
was the fabulous Eric Ornelas. Feature performers were La Mirage, River Gibbs and Fab Drag by Bella de 
Ball, Sassy Ross, Cherilyn, Candace Camera and Jesse James. As usual all the food was provided by Lulus 
and available all evening. The Pride Prom has grown each year drawing young people from all over 
Coachella Valley and neighboring cities.  

Youth can attend from any area as long as they have a valid ID to indicate their High School (students 
entering 9th grade are eligible to attend) or can proved they are 22 or under.  



Several PFLAG members volunteer to chaperone the event. Safe Schools is led by our dear friends Doug 
Hairgrove and Woody Wood. Other sponsors were: Points East, The Center, CVS Pharmacy, GET Tested, 
Desert Aids Project, Greater Palm Springs Pride, Human Rights Campaign, El Rancho Vista Estates, and the 
Desert Stonewall Democrats.  

Sly Zelnys sent a brief recap of the evening: “Here are a few belated notes re the Pride Prom on the evening 
of Friday May 11 at the Palm Springs Air Museum. Several hundred young people enjoyed music, dancing, 
food, entertainment (by Bella and her girls) and the ambiance of the spacious Air Museum, including 
opening up the hanger—the big reveal! —to the perfect desert evening outdoors. Kids got “married” at 
the wedding chapel in couples, groups, and some several times throughout the evening while the photo 
booth, complete with props, sent people off with pics in hand. More than that, several attendees shared 
in some $30,000 that was awarded in scholarships. PFLAG-Palm Springs is a regular sponsor of the event 
and was represented among the adult chaperones by Barbara Napa, Susan Kross, Dan Smith, Christine 
Hammond and Sly Zelnys. Kids attended from across the Coachella Valley and beyond, including Yucca 
Valley and Banning. PAC MAN, the throw-back video game, was the theme. The best part of the Pride 
Prom, I think, is how the kids come “as they are.” Some are dressed in gowns and very high heels (the 
shoes come off within minutes of arrival!), others in jeans and tennis shoes; some in costume or in drag. 
They come as singles, couples of all kinds, and groups of friends knowing whatever they wear or whoever 
they’re with, it's perfectly fine at the Pride Prom. Safe Schools and their cast of volunteers do an incredible 
job of making this a fun, safe, memorable event for everyone. Be sure to thank Doug and Woody when 
you see them!” 

 

TG Mondays 

Every Monday from 6 to 8 P.M. at the Trans Health and Wellness Center there will be a social gathering. 

1st Monday: Drop in - Social and peer support group. 

2nd Monday: Dinner or dine out—Potluck or out to dinner. 

 3rd Monday: Bingo and prizes 

 4th Monday: Drop in - Social and peer support group. 

The Trans Health and Wellness Center is in Cathedral City, 35-325 Date Palm, Suite 107.  

Telephone: 760-202-4308 

  

NOT ORDINARY TIMES IN THE COACHELLA VALLEY 
— By Bob Warburton 

Friday June 15th at 10 P.M. saw a crowd of about 90 people gathering alongside the beautiful fountain in 
front of the Cathedral City - City Hall, some carrying signs, others with distressed looks facing the 
professional press of the Coachella Valley, which included all four TV News outlets. One of the people 
organizing the event, Lynne O’Neill, told me she was “originally expecting 5 people,” and was surprised at 
the large turnout. I advised her the issue had grown in the last few days and was on everyone’s mind.  



The Associated Press reported as of the date of this conference that about 2,000 children had been 
separated from their parents under this policy. 

The press conference was called to express the community’s disgust with the so called ‘zero tolerance” 
approach to immigration policy in which the Trump Administration labels adults who come to or cross the 
border and ask for asylum as possible criminals and separates children as young as babies from their 
parents. The meeting was put together through the auspices of the Democratic Women of the Desert, the 
Coachella Valley East-West Alliance, and several areas churches.  

Amalia DeAztlan founder of DWD opened the conference saying the group became energized because of 
the plight of families and especially the children. “Open your hearts to families being torn apart. Abre tus 
corazones.” Monsignor Howard Lincoln of Sacred Heart Church of Palm Desert spoke plainly, “separation 
of parents and children is unconscionable. Very simply it is immoral. Using children fleeing violence is 
immoral.” Immigration Attorney Megan Beaman-Jacinto offered, “separation of families is never in the 
interest of children. It is illegal under federal and international law.” 

Our LGTBQIA elected officials were present. Palm Spring Council Member Geoff Kors, Cathedral City 
Council Members Shelly Kaplan and Jon Aguilar, and Cathedral City Mayer Pro-Tem Greg Pettis all spoke. 
Pettis condemned the actions at the border and praised the three cities in the Valley, Coachella, Palm 
Springs, and his own who have passed Sanctuary City statutes. Pettis also offered the City’s continued 
support to City resident O’Neill and her organization. 

As O’Neill explained to the crowd, the Coachella Valley East-West Alliance would be meeting next month 
to plot a strategy and having a town hall in the near future. She stated, “Enough is enough. Family 
separation is terrorism.” Lynne is a retired immigration attorney from New Jersey, Board Member of 
Desert Stonewall Democrats, and was named Human Rights Advocate of 2018 by DWD.  

Josie Diaz, Social Justice Minister of the St. Louis Catholic Church gave an impassioned speech in both 
English and Spanish, “I do not recognize my America. Mothers separated from children when asking for 
asylum. This is not moral. This is not the time to remain silent! No pueden aceptamos!” I asked her to 
send me the entire speech in Spanish to share with you, but as of now she has not. 

 Carl McPeters, Pastor of the Kyriakos Christian Center and Past President of the local NAACP, likened 
Attorney General Jeff Session’s use of the Bible to support his policy of separation to that “used by the 
KKK in the Civil Rights struggle.” Luis Nolasco of the ACLU spoke as an “undocumented queer” who speaks 
“sin verguenza” (without shame) against the immigration policies of this administration. He ominously 
warned “they are planning mass incarceration in the federal prison in Victorville. Where is the fight against 
injustice?” In speaking with me Luis allowed he is protected under DACA, but the LGBTQIA Community 
has unique vulnerabilities inherent in its struggle, also. 

As the event ended and people started to disperse the reporter from Univision Channel 12 who was half 
my age asked me as packed up his camera, “Have you ever seen anything like this in this Country?” I had 
to tell him “Yes, but not for 50 years, the Vietnam War, the 60s in the South.”  

Amalia told me, she knew, because of the distress felt in her Women’s Club and of the desire to just do 
something in the face of evil threatening the community, that this conference was going to happen. 
Amalia said that when she was a 13-year-old young woman with the Farm Workers Union, and they were 



confronted with the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., they just did what they knew best: they kept 
marching. With this press conference, they began marching again. 

I did receive a copy of the speech delivered so eloquently by Josie Diaz, and here is part of what she said: 

“I cannot imagine the terrible stress and fear these children are being made to endure. And as a parent I 
can only imagine the fear, anger, and impotency of the parents not being able to save their children.  

What kind of nation have we allowed ourselves to become? Where is the compassion?  

Join as we fight against these injustices. Together we can make a difference in the lives of these children 
and these families. Together we can make a change.” 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR – 2018 PRIDE SEASON EVENTS 
Pride season in the Southern California PFLAG Region: 

Central Coast Pride / San Luis Obispo, July 6 - 8 
San Diego, CA, July 14 - 15 

Bakersfield, CA, October 13 
Honolulu, HI, October 20 

Palm Springs, CA, Nov 2 – 4 

 

 

 

MORE ON NEXT PAGE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 
Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation.  
 www.Smile.Amazon.com 

 
 

TIME TO JOIN PFLAG? TIME TO RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP? 
If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 
schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 
schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 
name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 
our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 
rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 
and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City____________________________________ ZIP_________ 
 

Phone No.___________________________ E-Mail_____________________________ 
 
 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 
 

Make check payable to PFLAG and mail to: 
PFLAG 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive 7-262, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

______________________________________________________________ 
PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: INFO@PSPFLAG.ORG 
 
 

Chapter Officers 
President: Mike Balasa, Vice-president: Carol Balasa, Secretary: Christine Hammond,  

Treasurer: Peter East, Directors: Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 


