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VIRTUAL PFLAG MEETING  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH 2:30 P.M.  

In lieu of our regular monthly meeting at the Cathedral City Library, will be a virtual meeting, via Zoom. 

This will be a place to discuss your thoughts and concerns and an opportunity to connect with other 

PFLAGers.  

Just email us at info@PSpflag.org prior to 2:00pm on the 20th and you will be added to the list. This will 

be an invitation-only meeting, so be sure to RSVP now! Note: you need to RSVP the September meeting 

even if you had sent in a request for the August meeting. You can expect an email invitation to arrive 

Sunday and can join with audio/video or by phone. 

Remember, your PFLAG-PS family is here and available to you by phone at 760-202-4430 or via email at 

info@PSpflag.org if you want to connect.  

Visit our Palm Springs PFLAG Facebook page and share your thoughts, feelings and insights on your 

individual experience and insights on current events 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR TRANSGENDER AND GENDER EXPANSIVE FAMILIES 

All are invited to attend the Virtual PFLAG Meeting on September 20th or call the PFLAG Palm Springs 
information phone at 760-202-4430. 

  
A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 

-Mike Balasa 
Presidential election season is now upon us. We have seen the Democrats make their selection, and as I 

write this the Republicans are showcasing their choice. Each side is appealing to their constituencies with 

assurances and promises to address the issues important to them. Unfortunately, we have to watch the 

Republicans try to solidify their fundamentalist Christian base with attacks on the LGBTQI community. 

One speaker emphasized the party’s determination to fight rights for transgender persons. The so called 

“freedom of religion” means the right to practice Bible justified hate and exclusion of targeted minorities. 

Turning back same-sex marriage is an important issue.  

I know many people who are feeling fear and anger at what is happening in our country. The present 

administration gives permission to racists and homophobes to openly practice their hate. There is an 

increase of violent attacks against transgender individuals and gays and lesbians are experiencing 

increased harassment. Comparisons are made to the rise of Nazism is 1930’s Germany.  

The worst part is the division within communities and families. While many might support candidates who 

appeal to white supremacist for other reasons, they are still supporting a person who would hurt our 

mailto:info@PSpflag.org
mailto:info@PSpflag.org


LGBTQI friends and family. People are disowning family members and turning away from longtime friends. 

The entire nation seems more divided now than since the Civil War.  

There is hope that the candidates who would turn back rights will lose and progressive politicians will win. 

But even if there are no dramatic changes in the present make up of Congress and the White House, we 

still have a court system that is continuing to protect the hard-earned rights of LGBTQI persons. Despite 

the Supreme Court now having a majority of conservative judges, they voted 6 to 3 in June to extend the 

1964 Civil Rights Bill to protect LGBTQI workers. There is always hope.  

  

NAVY ALLOWS TRANSGENDER SAILOR TO CONTINUE SERVICE 
The US Navy granted a waiver to allow a transgender sailor to continue service, openly in their preferred 
gender. This is the first transgender case to come to a settlement since the Trump administration issued 
a ban against transgender people serving openly. A Navy spokesperson said that the sailor will be allowed 
to adhere to standards associated with their preferred gender such as uniform and grooming.  
  
SPART*A  (Service Members, Partners, Allies for Respect and Tolerance for All spartapride.org) an 
organization that advocated for transgender service members hailed the announcement as it might be an 
important step towards allowing transgender persons to serve openly in the armed forces. SPART*A 
surveyed 125 transgender service members earlier this year and found that 18 of them were deployed to 
a war zone, 50 were promoted and 51 were awarded medals. A SPART*A spokesperson said the Trump 
ban on transgender service people makes no sense and the excellent performance of transgender 
personnel proves they are excellent service members. 
  
The sailor who was granted the waiver is a naval officer who came out as transgender two months after 
the ban was announced. A lawsuit was filed for the officer to continue her service, she has served since 
2011. Senior government officials approved the waiver. Guidelines published in 2018 stipulated 
transgender service members could continue to serve if they remained in their “biological sex” or received 
a diagnosis of gender dysphoria before 2019. Over a thousand military members were allowed to continue 
serving under the guidelines. The current waiver is a major departure from the strict adherence to the 
original ban. LGBTQI organizations hope the relaxing of the ban would be a first step to reversing the ban 
on allowing transgender persons to enlist. Some fear that this is just an adjustment to neutralize legal 
arguments against the ban. 
  
Shannon Minter, legal director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights said, “. . .her waiver doesn’t 
change the fact that the policy discriminates against trans people who hope to serve in accordance with 
their gender identity. There is no basis for treating transgender service members differently by requiring 
them to seek a waiver that no one else has to obtain in order to continue to serve.” 

 

 
HOMELESS SHELTERS MAY TURN AWAY PERSONS  

NOT SUFFICIENTLY MALE OR FEMALE 
Lambda Legal reports that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development proposed a new rule 
that allows homeless shelters for single-sex occupancy to turn away people needing shelter if they don’t 
appear sufficiently female or male. Sasha Buchert, Lambda Legal Senior Attorney said, “The rank cruelty 
of this proposed rule is a new low for this administration which continues its relentless attack of the LGBTQ 
community and especially on transgender people. Transgender people already suffer shockingly high rates 
of discrimination, poverty, and violence. The epidemic of hate and violence is especially marked for 
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transgender women of color. But this administration seems not to care, and is all but inviting further 
violence by proposing to block access to critical emergency shelters. . .” 
  

A WIN FOR TRANSGENDER DIGNITY IN THE COURT 
A judge in a U.S. Appeals Court in Virginia ruled that a Virginia School system acted unlawfully when they 
denied a transgender student the use of toilet facilities that corresponded with their gender identity. The 
court ruled 2 to 1 that the student was protected under federal law that bars sex-discrimination in 
education and under the Constitution which guarantees equal treatment under the law. 
  
This particular case was originally scheduled to be argued in 2017 before the U.S. Supreme Court but was 
taken off the docket when the Trump administration rescinded guidance for school’s handling of 
bathroom access for transgender students. The Obama administration had previously directed the 
Department of Education to publish guidelines directing schools to support transgender students. 
  
Bathroom access is now a major political issue in the presidential race. Fundamentalist Christians are 
demanding that transgender students must use the facilities that match their “biological sex” and that 
gender identity must not be considered.  
  
The ruling from the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals gives ammunition to those who are working for 
transgender rights and dignity.  
  

GAY COUPLE’S CHILD DENIED CITIZENSHIP BY TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
Simone Mize-Gregg was born July, 2018 in the United Kingdom. She was impregnated in a surrogate 
mother with a donated ovum and sperm from a gay, married couple. The two men are U.S. citizens and 
when they applied for a U.S. passport for their daughter, the Trump administration argued in court that 
Simone was ineligible for birthright citizenship. The State Department argued that she was comparable to 
a child born out of wedlock and not eligible for birthright citizenship. The parents filed a suit in July 2019 
arguing that the State Department ruling violated the law and their Constitutional rights. 
  
This month a U.S. District Court Judge issued a summary judgment declaring Simone was a US citizen since 
birth and was entitled to a passport. Her father, Derek Mize, said, “When we brought Simone into this 
world, as married, same-sex parents, we never anticipated our own government would disrespect our 
family and refuse to recognize our daughter as a U.S. citizen”. A senior counsel at Lambda Legal said, “. . . 
very pleased the court found that the agency’s policy was irreconcilable with the law and our 
Constitution’s guarantee to equality because it treated the children of married, same-sex parents 
differently from the children of other married parents”. 
  
The judge’s ruling found the current law does not require children to share a biological relation to both 
parents in order for those children to acquire citizenship at birth. Still, the State Department is not ready 
to concede. A State Department spokesperson said, “The Department is aware of the Court’s ruling and 
is reviewing the decision with the Department of Justice. We have no further comment at this time”. The 
State Department has since issued a passport to a child of a same-sex California couple in a similar case 
after another judge ordered them to do so. Since then, the Trump Administration is appealing the decision 
and the case will be taken up by 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in October. 
 
In other news, a Federal Judge in New York issued an order blocking a Trump Administration ruling that 
would allow healthcare providers to discriminate against transgender individuals. The judge found the 



ruling was contrary to the law: discrimination based on sex was illegal. He concluded the Department of 
Health and Human Services acted arbitrarily and capriciously against the rights of transgender persons. 
  

 MIKE BALASA IS A TASK MASTER AND GET OUT AND VOTE! 
By Bob Warburton 

I have missed one or two deadlines, not because I did not have something to say, but because of the silly 
rules put down by my Editor. The first rule is this is a LGBTQIA publication and we should talk about those 
issues. Number two rule is to not get too partisan. This summer I have been stymied by these restrictions, 
but I have decided to fight back. The non-LGTBQIA and partisan issue I wanted to write about was the 
right to vote, and I think I should bring it up here. 
  
First of all even though voting is not a Gay or Lesbian issue, we certainly are not going to see advances in 
Trans Rights unless we petition our elected officials and vote. Voting affects us all. However, I was reticent 
to discuss voting rights because too often it has become a partisan issue.  
  
President George W. Bush pushed his Republican Party to pass the renewal of the Civil Right Act. Then the 
Robert's Court threw out most of that law leaving the Wild Wild West of voter suppression on the National 
level that we now face. I have said this before, George W. Bush was by all his actions an anti-racist. He 
may have peddled hatred by wanting a constitutional amendment against same sex marriage, but he 
threw racists out of the Republican Party. Ask Trent Lott. 
  
However now with no strong civil voting laws, one party has gone crazy trying to stop people from voting. 
The President is the worst. He rails against voting by mail except by his base, backs using strict voter IDs 
such as driver's licenses that are not held by the young and old, and states all sorts of non-citizens are 
voting, which is not true. But most voter suppression is done on the local level. 
  
In Texas polling places in minority neighborhoods are closed. North Dakota now mandates that every mail 
ballot must be sent to an address and not a post office box. Unfortunately for the huge Sioux Tribe, they 
have P.O. boxes and no addresses. In Georgia, every type of voter suppression has been tried, and is 
effective. The Secretary of State there is especially good at cutting the rolls in Black neighborhoods.  
 
As usual, we in the LGBTQIA Community must be strong and raise our voices and get out and vote! Next 
month I will talk about how we in California lose our franchise.  
  

PFLAG ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO VOTE 
National PFLAG has an ongoing campaign encouraging members to register to vote. National PFLAG also 
has a site recommending members participate in a plan to encourage friends and allies to vote. Go to 
pflag.org/VOTEPLAN to learn more about this effort. The importance of this year’s presidential election 
can’t be emphasized enough. The current administration has mounted a serious attack on the LGBTQI 
community to take away rights and protections. Attacks on the transgender community are particularly 
troublesome.  
  
Locally our PFLAG chapter has worked on the voting issue. Co-president Christine Hammond issued a 
Facebook message on August 13: “With the USPS facing possible (significant) funding issues prior to the 
election, here are very good suggestions for how to vote by mail and make sure your vote is received 
timely and counted. Please read! It is important to complete and return your ballot as soon as you receive 
it! Don’t wait until the last minute to return. If, as life happens, you are facing the deadline for mailing 
your ballot, consider dropping it off at a voting precinct, or another ballot return location.”  
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Many Palm Springs residents take their signed ballot to the Palm Springs City Hall. The city will have a 
secure ballot box where you can deposit your ballot and be sure it will be handled in a prompt, secure 
manner. 
  
On June 23rd, another Facebook entry encouraged all PFLAG members to join Michelle Obama’s fight for 

universal vote-by-mail. Hammond wrote “Michelle Obama is fighting for vote-by-mail for all Americans. 

But President Trump is doing everything possible to stop this effort - even though that means putting 

American lives at risk during a pandemic”.  

The PFLAG support and advocacy mission includes actively participating in politics. While we can never 
take sides in an election or support a particular candidate, we can and must be actively involved in issues 
and political decisions. Every gain was hard fought and to keep the progress going we must never rest. 
There are those who would persecute our LGBTQI family and friends. We will resist. 
 
 

(More on next page) 
  



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG Palm Springs and mail to: 

PFLAG Palm Springs, PO Box 4326, Palm Springs, CA 92263 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

 

Chapter Officers 

Co-presidents: Christine Hammond, Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys, Treasurer: Peter East 

Emeritus members: Mike and Carol Balasa 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 
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