
  

  
  

THE BANNER OF THE DESERT  
THE NEWSLETTER OF PFLAG PALM SPRINGS/DESERT COMMUNITIES CHAPTER  

Our Twenty-Third Year, October, 2019, Volume 24, No. 10 
PFLAG MEETING  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20TH 2:30 P.M.  
CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM  

Meeting Facilitator: Dan Smith  
Discussion Topic:  

Come Out – Come Out! What does Coming Out mean? Is Coming Out for everyone? 
 What if everyone Came Out? Come with your story of Coming Out. 

  
Light refreshments provided by Diane Ross 

Please volunteer to bring light refreshments to a future meeting. Email: info@PSpflag.org  
  

 
PFLAG / TCC SUPPORT GROUP FOR TRANSGENDER AND GENDER EXPANSIVE FAMILIES 

 Facilitator: Susan Thronson 
The second Wednesday of each Month 

 Next meeting: October 9th,, 6:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
 Transgender Health and Wellness Center 

35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143, Cathedral City 
 

A Message From The Editor 
-Mike Balasa 

The Palm Springs Pride Festival is schedule for November 1st thorough the 3rd. PFLAG Palm 
Springs/Desert Communities contingency needs the participation of supporters and members. If you have 
never marched with PFLAG in a Pride Parade you have a wonderful experience awaiting you. PFLAG is a 
beloved organization that has fought long and hard to support our families and friends. If you know  
young people who aren’t planning to march, bring them along. We love the enthusiasm teen agers bring 
to our contingency. 
  
There were times in the past ten years when it seemed that the Pride Parade no longer was a 
demonstration demanding equality and recognition. LGBTQI persons were winning rights and dignity all 
over the country. When the military adopted equality rules and same-sex marriage was legalized, it 
seemed the worst of the struggle was over. Pride Parades were no longer civil right marches but 
celebrations of victory. Unfortunately, there always seems to be a backlash. The religious-right organized 
and in the last presidential election won major elections including a president who felt no qualms  
in catering to the religious fundamentalists who want to reverse all LGBTQI gains. A poll by the  
Public Religion Research Institute found that, since 2014, support for the right to deny service to LGBTQI 
people on the basis of religious principles went from 16% to 30%. Among those who identify as 
conservative, 47% believe that it should be acceptable to close your public business to people who offend 
your religious beliefs. 
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When my wife, Carol, and I attended our first Pride March (in Seattle the organizers insisted that the event 
be termed a “march” not a “parade”), there were far fewer participants. There was no police or fire 
department participation and few elected officials. I remember the small contingency of public school 
teachers marched with paper sacks over their heads hiding their identities. We must not return to those 
days. We need to show up and show not only our pride; but, also our determination to fight any erosion 
to the rights and dignity of our families and friends. 
 

Palm Springs Pride Parade Sunday, November 3rd 

The Pride Festival will begin with events on Nov 1st and continue through Sunday, Nov. 3rd. The free 

Festival will include entertainment, vendor booths and has two locations: Palm Canyon from Amado to 

Barristo and Arenas Road at Indian Canyon to Calle Encilia 

On Sunday, November 3rd, the parade will start at Tachevah Drive and march south on Palm Canyon Drive 

to Amado Drive, approximately ¾ of a mile. Step off time is 10:00 A.M. The actual time we will start moving 

depends on our position in the parade. As soon as we know our contingent number, we will send an  

email announcement. When you arrive at the parade staging area, ask any of the volunteers where the 

PFLAG contingent is located. Our banner will be prominently displayed making it easier to recognize us in 

the crowd.  

We will have cars available for anyone unable to walk the route. To insure a space in one of the cars, call 

the information line to reserve a seat, (760)-202-4430, or send an email to info@PSpflag.org. PFLAG will 

have plenty of cold water available.  

Dress is casual. If you would like to wear a PFLAG T-shirt, they will be available for purchase at monthly 

meetings. It would be wonderful to have a large PFLAG contingent of marchers. Let’s show the community 

that we are here and strong. Don’t hesitate to bring friends, family and neighbors. It is a wonderful 

experience marching in the Pride Parade. For more information about the Pride events go to pspride.org 

 

Seattle Area Christian School Hates The Gays 
King’s Christian School in Shoreline, Washington is a pre-school through high school founded in 1949 and 
has an enrollment of over 1,300 students. The school drew national attention when several teachers quit 
over their anti-LGBTQI teachings. The school provided a formal statement when the controversy became 
public, “Since 1949, the ministries of CRISTA have been serving the needs of the world with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and our positions have remained consistent. We have and will continue to serve all people.”  
  
The Gospel that the CRISTA ministers choose to emphasize is that being gay or lesbian is unnatural and is 
the direct result of a failure to worship God. Their quest for righteousness includes the belief that marriage 
can only be between a man and a woman. The school has its share of LGBTQI students who often drop 
out before graduating when faced with the hurtful teachings. One such student is quoted as saying, “I 
started in pre-k and I kept going throughout elementary school and junior high and then high school. Then 
I left at the end of Sophomore year when I came out to my parents. We realized as a family that this is not 
a safe place.” 
  
Another student who stuck it out and graduated took action after leaving. Zoe Graff said, “Initially, I had 
really close LGBTQ friends at King who would come to me just feeling so unsafe and so unseen at school, 
and that’s when I felt the need to engage in a letter-writing campaign.” The letter was sent to King’s 
faculty. Graff said, “...some of the teachers who got involved in my letter writing campaign were asked  
to leave.” 
  
The school has endured criticism over the years for their anti-LGBTQI position, but has remained stubborn 
in their policy. In selecting a new director, the CRISTA Ministries choose a former head of a hate group 
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called “Sound the Alarm”. This notorious group’s mission was to warn the public that gay rights are a 
threat to traditional culture. The group attempted to repeal all laws that provided protection in the 
workplace to LGBTQI people. They released a video that warned of social mayhem, such as cross dressing 
teachers.  
  
In the past few weeks the school had a mass resignation of five teachers who protest the continuing hate 
Gospel of the school.  
  

Lesbian Couple, Abbott and Breckinridge Deserve A Place In History 
Out LGBTQI political leaders are now appearing at every level of government. Even one of the candidates 
for president is an openly gay man, Mayor Pete Buttigieg. In the early years of the 20th Century, there 
were two women who lived together openly as a couple and were major influences in the political history 
of this country. The two women are Edith Abbott and Sophonisba Breckinridge. The two women first met 
at the University of Chicago in 1903. It was one of the first U.S. institutes of higher education to include 
women in graduate programs. Breckinridge had a PhD in Political Science and added a law degree in 1904. 
Abbott had a PhD in Political Economy. 
  
In 1908, at the Chicago School of Civics and Philanthropy, they instituted the first school teaching “social 
work”. In that year they also moved in together and were recognized by friends and co-workers as a 
couple. They continued working together for over 40 years, doing social research and promoting social 
welfare programs.at the state and national level. In 1910 they were instrumental in promoting a 
“Women’s Pension Program” in Illinois to support single mothers. At the University of Chicago in 1920 
they instituted the School of Social Services. In 1912 they were appointed advisors to the National 
Children’s Bureau that promoted the welfare of children.  
  
At the onset of the Great Depression the two women used their influence for federal aid that was clearly 
necessary in that time of national crisis. Colorado Senator Edward Costigan was inspired by the two 
women and introduced legislation to fund public work projects and provide direct assistance to destitute 
citizens. Abbott testified for Costigan’s bill calling attention to the inadequacy of state programs and cited 
research she and Breckinridge completed to defend the need for federal funding and intervention. The 
Federal Relief Act was passed in 1933. Breckinridge was hired to supervise a national program to train the 
first generation of federal public welfare workers. Abbott and Breckinridge advocated for what became 
the Social Security Act which included unemployment insurance. They were influential members of the 
Roosevelt Committee on Economic Security. Roosevelt signed the bill in 1935. The two women continued 
working on committees and educational programs into the late 1940’s. As one state official put it, 
“Together their labors of behalf of human welfare have borne rich fruit.” 
 

Impeachment 
by Bob Warburton 

I have to talk about impeachment as it is so important to everyone no matter what community one is a 
part of. I did read an analysis of how one writer speculated our LGBTQIA Community would fare if:  
1. Trump were impeached; 2. Trump were not impeached; or both Trump and Pence were impeached.  
I found this to be wild speculation at best, and really not very helpful. I believe I can add a little to the 
discussion because I have the political science and history background, and I am old enough to remember 
the last three impeachment pushes. 
  
For purposes of this article "impeachment" is a vote by a majority of U.S. House Members recommending 
a trial of the President in the Senate. Yes, since 1970 there were three times when people discussed 
seriously about an imminent impeachment of the President. In 1974 Richard Nixon resigned from office 
after a Committee in the House recommended impeachment to the full house for lying to Congress and 
covering up serious misdeeds, and the President heard from Senators of his own Party that they would 
not support him. In 1998 the Republican Congress found Bill Clinton guilty of lying in a deposition, 



impeached him for it, and sent a recommendation that he be removed from office by the Senate. The 
Senate refused to remove him. 
  
The other time impeachment was discussed came in 1986 and 1987 when rational people thought the 
Iran Contra Scandal would bring down Ronald Reagan. Remember the United States facilitated the sale of 
weapons from Israel to one of the United States' and Israel's worst enemies Iran only to send the proceeds 
of those sales to the Contra irregular fighters in Central America even though that funding was against the 
law. The President stated he never knew about key parts of the plot, but it was proven at times he was 
lying. 14 people including the Secretary of Defense were indicted, 11 convicted; however, it was all 
allowed to dissipate by inept investigation by the Democratic Congress and pardons from newly 
inaugurated George H. W. Bush who proclaimed there was "no quid pro quo" to the pardons. 
  
It is my thesis that even though in early October 2019 the situation looks either one way or the other 
regarding impeachment of the President by the House of Representatives, anything can happen. During 
this last year I could not believe the Trump Administration could get away with not testifying before the 
House time after time, but it did. I also never believed Nixon would leave office until the week he resigned. 
I think we all have no idea what will happen at the present time, and we will just have to watch with 
interest. I plead to everyone to keep interested and involved. Especially as members of the LGBTQIA 
Community or our allies we will be very affected by what happens in the next year.  
  

News From The Animal World 
The Berlin Zoo reports keepers decided to take advantage of two males Penguins who seemed desperate 
to parent a chick. Zoo personnel said the male couple wanted to parent and were resorting to trying  
to hatch dead fish and rocks. When a female abandoned an egg, the staff gave the egg to the male  
couple who immediately began hatching duties. The pair take turns putting the egg on top of their feet 
and covering it with their bellies. The zoo staff is confident that if the egg is viable the pair will make 
wonderful parents.  
  
The two penguins, Skipper and Ping, are ten years old and are the first gay penguin couple for the Berlin 
zoo. Zoo officials said that same-sex couples are common in the animal world. Just a few months ago Ago, 
a female penguin couple at the Sea Life London Aquarium became parents to a little chick. The London  
 
Aquarium celebrated the birth which occurred during pride month by installing a banner which read, 
“Some penguins are gay, get over it.” There are three other same-sex couple penguins at the London 
Aquarium. 
  
At San Francisco Zoo, a pair of male Magelianic penguins are fostering chicks that are important to a 
breeding program they are conducting. The staff reports that the birds are “fantastic parents” Zoologists 
have long recognized same-sex coupling in the animal world and a have recorded same-sex behavior in 
1,500 different species. 
 

(more on next page) 
  



 
 

DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG and mail to: 

PFLAG 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive 7-262, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

Chapter Officers 

President: Mike Balasa, Vice-president: Carol Balasa,  

Treasurer: Peter East, Directors: Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 

 

http://www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html
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