
  

  
  

THE BANNER OF THE DESERT  
THE NEWSLETTER OF PFLAG PALM SPRINGS/DESERT COMMUNITIES CHAPTER  

Our Twenty-Third Year, November, 2019, Volume 24, No. 11 
PFLAG MEETING  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH 2:30 P.M.  
CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM  

Meeting Facilitator: Dan Smith  
Discussion topic:  

How to set goals for personally enjoying the holidays even with family and friends who have different 
ideas about LGBTQI rights. Let’s think about self-care before the holidays get here. 

  
Light refreshments provided by Carol Balasa 

Please volunteer to bring light refreshments for the January meeting. Email: info@PSpflag.org  
  

 
PFLAG and TCC Support Group For Transgender And Gender Expansive Families 

 Facilitator: Susan Thronson 
The second Wednesday of each Month 

 Next meeting: November 13th,, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
 Transgender Health and Wellness Center 

35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143, Cathedral City	
	

A Message From The Editor 
-Mike Balasa 

It seems all is not well in the Palm Springs Unified School District. PSUSD includes the cities of Cathedral 
City, Desert Hot Springs, Palm Desert, Rancho Mirage, Thousand Palms an Palm Springs. From early in our 
beginning, PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities has worked to make schools safe for LGBTQI students 
and faculty. George and Jacquie Spencer tell about attending school board meetings back in the mid 
1990’s to insist on anti-discrimination policies and safe places for youth. When Carol and I became co-
presidents in 2003, we joined Rick Smedstad of Gay Associated Youth, Doug Hairgrove and others to 
continue fighting for inclusion and safety of youth and faculty. Doug Hairgrove and others started a Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight Education Network chapter which later became the active group, Safe Schools. Doug 
retired as the president and passed the leadership of Safe Schools to Ron deHarte.  
  
Now there are Gay Straight Alliances in every High School and many middle schools, high school bands 
participate in the Gay Pride Parade and Safe Schools is active in every school district in the Coachella 
Valley. The State has passed laws to protect LGBTQI youth and faculty: The Fair Education Act, The School 
Success and Opportunity Act and Seth’s Law - all measures to insure that children and faculty are safe 
from bullying and their self-esteem protected. School are required to include LGBTQI history in their 
curriculums. The PSUSD needs policies based on these laws, and there should be no question that students 
and faculty should feel protected and safe.  
  
In the following pages, there is an account from a teacher in the PSUSD who is not feeling safe and 
protected. He wrote an anonymous article that appeared in the “LA Blade” telling of his experiences as a 



newly hired gay teacher. We have since heard that other teachers have complained. This must not be 
allowed to happen - action must be taken.  
  

Teacher Complains Of Bias In The Palm Springs Unified School District 
In the October 15th issue of the Los Angeles Blade the editors printed a letter from a teacher at an 
elementary school in the Palm Springs Unified School District. The editors allowed the author of the letter 
to remain anonymous because of possible retaliation. The teacher did not yet have tenure. He began his 
teaching duty in his new position with the commitment to be a role model for his students, “. . .to help 
decrease the staggering rates of suicides and homelessness for LGBTQIA youth.” He recalled the bullying 
and harassment he experienced as a gay youth, and his regret in his other teaching jobs for not being “an 
out and visible gay teacher for my students…”. 
  
The teacher told about his experience in San Diego teaching 6 through 8th grade students. He told his 
principal that he would not lie to his students about his new engagement ring. He would tell them that he 
was gay and planned to marry another man. He wrote, “I told her this was my time to share who I am with 
my students. My principal was incredibly supportive.” “Walking to my classroom, my students noticed my 
ring and shouted, ‘What’s her name’? This time I said I would tell them all about it once inside the 
classroom. They took their seats and I said, ‘I have something to share with you. I love you all and you 
matter a great deal to me, and I have been afraid to share this with you. As tears rolled down my face I 
told them I was gay and I told them my fiancé’s name.” The students were supportive and ended up 
clapping and said, “We love you! Don’t cry.” “This beautiful experience gave me the confidence and 
strength to never go back in the closet professionally.” 
  
In 2018 the teacher and his fiancé moved to Palm Springs and took a job in the school district. He wrote, 
“The area we moved to is internationally known to be a very accepting place for LGBTQ people so we had 
no worries. But three weeks into the school year, my new principal called me into his office during my 
lunch break. He began to immediately interrogate me as to why I had shared with my students that I was 
gay. He interrogated me for times and dates, when I had shared this and repeatedly asked what my being 
gay has to do with the curriculum. I cannot describe the dark place this brought me. After my initial horror 
and shock, I told him that I have every right to share that I am gay, and have a fiancé, just as every straight 
person shares openly about their husband, wife or kids.” 
  
Devastated and upset, the teacher called the district Human Resources Department to complain about 
the illegal harassment from the principal. They responded in an e-mail, “. . .stating that the principal was 
simply doing his job and following up on a parent complaint.” The next year, he applied for and received 
a transfer to a new school.  
  
At the new school, he found that he was the only openly out gay teacher. He was placed in a situation 
where he had to stand up for students who were denied food when they arrived late. More distressing 
was the appearance of Christian Bible verses that appeared in everyday in the school mailboxes. He asked 
to verses to be stopped citing how those verses are often used to justify discrimination, hate and even 
persecution of LGBTQI people. Since reporting the verses, which were stopped, he says he is bullied by 
fellow teachers and administrators.  
  
He concludes his story by saying that he has met many teachers in the PSUSD who, “. . .are afraid to be 
open and visible at work, they are afraid of reprisal from parents, their administrators and the district.” 
  

Policeman Wins Suit Against County For Discrimination 
A case of discrimination brought by a policeman, Sgt. Keith Wildhaber, in St. Louis County resulted in a 
jury awarding the policeman 20 million dollars. The policeman claimed in his suit that he was denied 
promotion because he was judged to be gay and retaliated against when he complained. In testimony it 
was disclosed that a member of the St. Louis Board of Police Commissioners told him, “The command staff 
has a problem with your sexuality. If you ever want to see a white shirt (meaning reach upper 



management rank) you should tone down your gayness.” Later Wildhaber was transferred to another 
precinct further from his home and assigned to the less desirable graveyard shift.  
  
County officials, shocked by the verdict, responded by promising to take action. The county executive, 
Sam Page, issued this statement, “The time for leadership change has come and change must start at the 
top.” Page promised that new appointment to top posts will be forthcoming. 
  
The case in St. Louis has parallels to the treatment of the teacher in the PSUSD, detailed in a previous 
article in this issue of “The Banner”. 
  

Save The Date 
The Desert Hot Springs Pride Festival will take place on November 16th from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. at 
the Cabot’s Pueblo Museum in Desert Hot Springs. The address is 67616, Desert View Avenue. PFLAG will 
have a booth at the event. 
  

Transgender Day Of Remembrance 
The annual Transgender Day of Remembrance is at Palm Spring’s City Hall, on Wednesday, November 
20th from 4:00 to 7:00 P.M. PFLAG will have a booth at the event. The names of transgender people who 
lost their lives to anti-transgender violence over the past year are read and mourned. The entire 
community is encouraged to attend and become involved in ending the violence rampant in our country.  
  

PFLAG Annual Holiday Party 
The annual Holiday Party will be on December 8th, beginning at 1:30 PM. Bring a share dish. PFLAG will 
provide plates, cups, napkins, utensils, etc. Also, there will be various soft drinks and wine. The event will 
be held at the home of Sly Zelnys and Christine Hammond. (Please send an email to info@pspflag.org for 
location) Members are encouraged to brings guests, friends or relatives. There is plenty of street parking 
in the area.  
  

Time To Renew Your Yearly Membership 
It is time for the annual PFLAG membership drive. Membership with PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert 
Communities chapter also includes membership in PFLAG National. Your chapter offers support, 
education and hope to GLBTQI persons, their families and friends. We are an all-volunteer organization, 
and do not receive financial support from PFLAG National. Please help us continue our website, 
information line, monthly newsletter, speaker’s bureau and outreach to youths and families. To renew, 
join or donate, please go to our secure website: http://www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 
  

A True Story 
PFLAG had a booth at the annual East Coachella Valley Pride Festival at Volunteer Park in Coachella on 
Saturday, October 26th. There was delightful entertainment from local talent and many booths from 
LGBTQI activist groups as well as vendors present.  
  
A mother and her daughter came to our booth and the mother asked what the event was about. We told 
her that it was to celebrate the LGBTQI community and she seemed disturbed and said they had to leave. 
Her daughter, about 12 or 13 said, “I love all people just the way they are.” She was holding a gay pride 
flag and obviously meant what she said.  
  

Four Lesbians And Gays To Really Be Proud Of 
by Bob Warburton 

I was recently putting things together in my mind about what was going on in the world as it is and slowly 
came to an epiphany, how important 4 individuals who happen to be Gay and Lesbian are to cable news 
and the US as we know it. I am going to start in ascending order, at least in my mind, with CNN's Anderson 
Cooper. It was only 10 years ago it seemed everyone was giving an opinion on whether or not the 
extremely popular "60 Minute" correspondent on CBS and swashbuckling reporter/presenter on CNN was 



really Gay, and would he come out. His picture appeared in LGBTQIA media daily even though he said not 
a thing even hinting one way or the other about his sexual orientation. 
  
In hind sight this whole mania appears far out of place. First of all his best friend is Andy Cohen, producer 
of such TV fare as "Wives of Beverly Hills," and who is unapologetically Gay. Secondly, he was traveling in 
dangerous areas openly hostile to homosexuals trying to gather the news such as the Middle East. When 
he finally came out in a letter it was a bit of a letdown. We may have been hoping for a hero, but instead 
we got a solid truthful member of the press who would not let us down. The next news person to get the 
"is he or isn't he" treatment was CNN's Don Lemon. During the Obama years some of the same questioning 
of Lemon's sexuality occurred as had with Cooper; however, Lemon came out relatively quickly and moved 
on. He showed his mettle soon in his defense of our Community, the African American Community, and 
taking on President Trump. 
  
Soon the President was calling Lemon "the worst reporter." Lemon came under particular pressure at a 
time when bucking the White House was not "cool." Another Gay Cable News Anchor hero of mine is Shep 
Smith who I learned was Gay long after I knew he was a superior news person working in a mostly dubious 
environment, Fox News. His being Gay has never seemed to be an issue, and I am not sure why. Maybe it 
was because he was an early hire and a favorite of Roger Ailes, the conservative founder of Fox News. I 
just liked his news hour because it was concise and without spin, similar to what I remember about 
Howard K. Smith and Walter Cronkite years ago. Shep has always, but especially in the Trump years, been 
willing to stand up and tell the truth when the facts have diverged from what the Administration has been 
saying. 
  
Unfortunately that crucial voice has been silenced as Smith resigned from Fox after 23, years reportedly 
after being attacked on air by some of the other political pundits at the Fox News Network. I miss him 
already. That leads us to one of my favorite Lesbians, Rachael Maddow, who reminds us that facts make 
good TV. Maddow was always "out," and I was always proud of her for that. In her over 10 years on MSNBC 
she has not really pushed the "Gay agenda," except for her all out support for defeating "Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell" during 2010 and 2011. However, Maddow never made a secret of her sexuality referring to her 
partner long before she went on television. 
  
Recently she showed her integrity and independence by championing another former MSNBC 
anchor/reporter Ronan Farrow who was not allowed to continue to develop a story investigating movie 
mogul Harvey Weinstein for sexual misdeeds. That story later released by the New Yorker Magazine 
changed the world and gained Farrow a Pulitzer Prize. Ronan rightfully questions whether his story needed 
more development as his bosses at NBC/MSNBC claim, or whether they were afraid someone would find 
out about NBC Matt Laur's transgressions. Last week Rachael again had Ronan on her show discussing 
NBCs agreement to let women out of their "do not disclose" sexual harassment agreements at her and 
others behest. 
  
I was very impressed as Maddow was willing to push to find the truth at her place of business even though 
this would not go down with her own bosses. Even though she has the highest ratings at MSNBC, taking 
on your employer seeking the truth is not often observed or appreciated in the business world. Here are 
four individuals who are at the top of their field in cable news reporting, and isn't it a great coincidence 
they are also part of our LGBTQIA Community. Or maybe one of the reasons these journalists are so good 
is partially due to their affinity with our Community. Maybe they see the world a little differently. 

 
 

(more on next page) 
  



 
 

DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  
print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 
schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 
schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 
name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 
our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 
rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 
and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG and mail to: 
PFLAG 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive 7-262, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 
EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

Chapter Officers 
President: Mike Balasa, Vice-president: Carol Balasa,  

Treasurer: Peter East, Directors: Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 
Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 
smile.amazon.com 

 

 


