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PFLAG VIRTUAL MEETING  
SUNDAY, MAY 17TH 2:30 P.M.  

 
In lieu of our regular monthly meeting at the Cathedral City Library, we will hold our second virtual 

meeting, via Zoom. This will be a place to discuss your thoughts and concerns and an opportunity to 

connect with other PFLAGers.  

Won't you join us on Sunday, May 17th at 2:30 p.m.? Just email us at info@PSpflag.org prior to the 17th, 

and you will be added to the list. This will be an invitation-only meeting, so be sure to RSVP now! You can 

expect an email invitation to arrive Sunday morning. You can join with audio/video or by phone. 

Remember, your PFLAG-PS family is here and available to you by phone at 760-202-4430 or via email at 

info@PSpflag.org if you want to connect. 

Visit our Facebook page and share your thoughts, feelings and insights on your individual experience of 

this COVID-19 event. 

 

PFLAG/TCC SUPPORT GROUP CANCELLED 

The May support group for Transgender And Gender Expansive Families is cancelled but support is 

available: call 760-202-4430 or email info@PSpflag.org  

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR -Mike Balasa 

From this pandemic there will be change. Society will slowly recover, but it is doubtful that there will be a 

return to the same conditions. Throughout history major outbreaks of diseases have created downfalls of 

cultures and nations. Napoleon was willing to sell the Louisiana Territory to Jefferson because his army in 

America was ravished by yellow fever and the losses were unsustainable. The Roman Empire was 

devastated in the 6th and 7th centuries with the so called “Justinian Plague” and was reduced to a minor 

role in European history. The catastrophic losses of Native Americans from smallpox and cholera made 

the European invasion of North and South America possible with little combat. What changes the US will 

endure has yet to be seen. 

 Since the 1970’s the role of the Federal Government has diminished by a steady erosion of social and 

welfare programs. The US, unlike all other major nations, has no universal health care or adequate safety 

net for housing and food. People who come down with the COVID-19 virus, and are unemployed without 

health insurance, could lose their life savings and homes. People out of work because of closures of place 

of employment, could end up homeless. Our homeless population is already a national disgrace.  

A greater worry is the rise of racism and anti-LGBTQI sentiments. Nazi like groups are rising in many areas 

of the country. In this turmoil, hate groups can find desperate people to recruit into their ranks. Finding 
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scapegoats to blame for the disaster seems to be a common human failing. We have a president who is 

willing to foster a division in this country to enhance his voting base.  

How this country comes out of this situation is going to depend on the good people to speak out and 

become advocates for social justice and civil rights. All PFLAG members should work together to make 

certain that our future leaders and legislators work to make this a better country. Let’s come out of this a 

better country based on caring and justice.  

 

OUR FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING 

The April, Palm Springs/Desert Communities meeting was cancelled due to the COVID-19 threat, but some 

of our more technically savvy leaders decided to try a virtual meeting. A notice was sent out and every 

person responding was sent instructions and pass words to attend and participate in the meeting. The 

internet service called Zoom was used. This service will continue to be available until the gathering 

restrictions are removed and the virus threat is contained. If you are interested in attending the meeting 

contact PFLAG at ininfo@PSpflag.org fo@PSpflag.org well before the meeting to have time to download 

the APP. 

Sly Zelnys reported she was busy paying attention to the technology to make the system work and missed 

some details of the meeting, but she reported it seemed to work very well. There were 11 persons who 

attended the first Zoom meeting. The discussion was a lively and everyone found it easy to participate. Of 

the 11, there were two new persons who said they felt welcomed by the group. If you would like to join 

the May meeting, send an e-mail to info@PSpflag.org. 

 

IS THERE FINALLY A THAW IN THE MUSLIM’S PERSECUTION OF LGBTQI PEOPLE? 

An unexpected development occurred in the Muslim country of Tunisia. This North African country is the 

first Muslim-majority country to officially recognize a same-sex marriage. According to the Tunisian 

LGBTQI organization, Shams, a Tunisian man married a French male in France. Upon returning to Tunisia, 

the Tunisian man applied to the government to have his official registration include the marriage. In 

keeping with the law that marriages performed in other countries would be recognized in Tunisia, the 

marriage was recorded, but some reports indicate some officials are calling it an error.  

In spite of the recognition of this marriage, the rights of LGBTQI people in Tunisia and all the other Muslim 

countries is precarious. In Tunisia, as in other Muslim countries, it is illegal to practice homosexuality. 

Persons found guilty of homosexuality can be imprisoned for up to three years. Polls indicate the majority 

of people in Tunisia support the strict laws against the LGBTQI community.  

Shams is one of several organizations in the Muslim world that are fighting for equality. Shams was 

founded in Tunisia in 2015 and was allowed to register as a recognized organization under Tunisian law. 

Shams is named after the Sufi mystic Shams Tabrizi. In 2017, Shams began a radio program to advocate 

for justice. In the first two weeks of broadcasting the show’s originators received 4,000 death threats.  

The Tunisian government has attempted to close down Shams, but is finding it legally difficult. Tunisia 

signed on to the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in 1969. Their Constitution now 

protects the right of LGBTQI persons and the current laws actually are in violation of that document.  
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TREATING LGBTQI PEOPLE BADLY IS NOT AS SAFE THESE DAYS AS IT USED TO BE 

The sheriff of Hamilton County, Ohio, found that firing his lesbian officer wasn’t a good idea. She ran 

against him in a primary election for the sheriff’s position and won 70% of the vote. She is expected to 

easily win the general election. Charmaine McGuffey was with the department over 30 years and was the 

highest-ranking woman to ever serve the county. She was promoted to Major in charge of jail and court 

services. In 2015 she was honored as the local and regional Law Enforcement Officer of the Year and in 

2016 was recognized as the Public Citizen of the year by the Ohio House of Representatives.  

McGuffey had serious differences with the sheriff over the handling of excessive force complaints. She 

also wanted the sheriff to take forceful action against complaints of harassment of women officers and 

inmates of the jail. After a year of consideration, she decided to run against him. She stated, “My election 

would mean that our country is moving forward, that we really have moved away from the 1950’s model 

of law enforcement, where not just women are embraced in the law enforcement world, but also LGBTQ 

members of the community can wear a uniform and be quite successful.” 

In Kettering, Ohio, a teacher at the Archbishop Alter High School was fired after some person sent the 

principal, Lourdes Lambert, a copy of his marriage certificate to a same-sex partner. The teacher, who 

wants to remain anonymous, had taught at the school for over 20 years and was popular with the 

students.  

Lambert said firing the teacher was necessary in keeping with the school’s Catholic doctrine all staff must 

follow. The doctrine states that all staff must be “teacher-ministers’ and set an example of living by the 

church’s code of conduct. An official at the Archdiocese office said, “Our Catholic schools expect teachers 

and staff to be witnesses to the teachings of the Catholic Church in both word and deed. Public witness is 

a critical part of Catholic Education.” The employment contract states specifically which behavior is 

considered immoral: “Cohabitating outside of marriage, sexual activity out of wedlock and same-sex 

sexual activity.” 

The firing raised protests and criticism from students and former students. One former student, David 

Beck, posted on Facebook that it was a misguided person who sent the marriage certificate to the school. 

Beck said that he knew that the teacher married his same-sex partner in 2016 after same-sex marriage 

was legalized. “How convenient that he is fired now, during the pandemic, as to sweep it so easily under 

the rug. I remember (the teacher) as a wonderful, kind teacher with a sense of humor and a creative spirit. 

He should not be fired for his marriage which, let us remember, is guaranteed as a human right by the 

Constitution. I attended Catholic school for 13 years (explains a lot, right?), and I can attest that Jesus 

would not approve of Alter High School or the Archdiocese’s treatment of (him). On the contrary, Jesus 

embraced everyone and only taught love.” 

The State of Ohio does not have a law banning employment discrimination against LGBTQI persons. Bible 

justified discrimination and hate will probably never be eliminated, but those who practice it are exposing 

their failure to be caring, loving persons. 

 

IDAHO ENACTS BILLS TO PERSECUTE TRANSGENDER PERSONS 

Idaho Governor Brad Little signed into law two anti-transgender bills. The first bill, known as the Fairness 

in Women’s Sports Act, states, “athletic teams or sports designated for females, women or girls, shall not 

be open to students of the male sex.” The bill says that any dispute about the sex of an athlete can be 

resolved by examining the persons sexual organs. The other bill prohibits persons from changing their 

gender on Idaho issued birth certificates. Both bills are under challenge by the ACLU. 

(More on next page)  



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG Palm Springs and mail to: 
PFLAG Palm Springs, PO Box 4326, Palm Springs, CA 92263 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

 
Chapter Officers 

Co-presidents: Christine Hammond, Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 

Treasurer: Peter East 

Emeritus members: Mike and Carol Balasa 

 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 
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