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PFLAG MEETING  
SUNDAY, March 15TH 2:30 P.M.  

CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM  
Meeting facilitator: Dan Smith  

Discussion topic:  
A Few Thoughts on Black Gay History: How to include and value all minority groups.  

 Let’s share our thoughts. 
 

 Light refreshments provided by Doug Oostdyk 
Please volunteer to bring light refreshments to a future meeting. Email: info@PSpflag.org  

  
 

PFLAG AND TCC SUPPORT GROUP FOR TRANSGENDER AND GENDER EXPANSIVE FAMILIES 
(But all are welcome to attend and offer support) 

 Facilitator: Susan Thronson 
The second Wednesday of each Month 

 Next meeting: March 11th,, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
 Transgender Health and Wellness Center 

35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143, Cathedral City 
 
 	

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
-Mike Balasa 

Last month in this newsletter, I reported on the letter the ACLU sent to Palm Springs Unified School 
District. The ACLU, at the behest of a teacher in the District who complained about discrimination and 
harassment, sent the letter requesting that the District adopt policies and take action to ensure California 
laws protecting LGBTQI faculty and students are followed. At last month’s PFLAG meeting we learned the 
teacher was told his contract would not be renewed. We have not heard the school district’s side of the 
story, and it is not likely they will make public decisions relating to personnel actions. It does look as if the 
axing of the teacher is motivated by revenge for his complaints. Another explanation is that the PSUSD is 
more afraid of a few complaining parents than protecting their teachers. 
  
What we know is that the teacher was admonished by the school principal when the teacher, in response 
to a question from students, told the class that he was gay and preparing to marry his male partner. 
Parents complained and that triggered the events that led to further disciplinary action and harassment. 
We know that there are several churches in the PSUSD area that practice Biblically justified hate against 
the LGBTQI community. Biblical justified hate is the most insidious kind of hate: people who practice this 
do so in absolute conviction that they are justified by the word of God and have no remorse for the harm 
they cause others.  
  
Parents should have the right to complain about a teacher who is teaching their own religion or beliefs to 
the children, but merely telling a class some personal details about one’s home life is not unusual. Children 



are curious about their teachers and knowing their marital and family status is acceptable. Only animosity 
towards the LGBTQI community could account for the parental complaint. Most of all, we know that some 
of the children are LGBTQI and they have a need for role models. Out teachers are necessary to make a 
school safe and welcoming for all students. The PSUSD has some explaining that we insist must be 
forthcoming. 
  
 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL UNDER FIRE FOR DISMISSING TEACHERS 
WHO MARRIED SAME-SEX PARTNERS 

A Seattle area Catholic High School, Kennedy HS, was the scene of protests from students, parents and 
alumni, after two popular teachers were fired for marrying their same-sex partners. The school issued a 
statement that the teachers voluntarily submitted their resignations, “. . .They are highly capable, gifted 
and qualified teachers who have served our community with dedication and humility. Their loss will be 
felt deeply by their students and the entire community. We are thankful to Paul and Michelle for their 
years of service.” 
  
Seattle Archbishop, Paul Etienne, tried to explain the dismissal in a soothing letter that stated, “Pastors 
and church leaders need to be clear about the church’s teachings, while at the same time refraining from 
making judgments taking into consideration the complexity of the peoples’ living situations. The faithful 
are always called to compassion as we journey. Those who teach in our schools are required to uphold 
our teaching in the classroom and to model it in their personal lives. We recognize and support the right 
of each individual to make choices. We also understand that some choices have particular consequences 
for those who represent the Church in an official capacity.” In response to the Archbishop’s message one 
critic noted that no teacher was ever dismissed from Kennedy High School who was divorced, remarried 
or who are living together, unmarried, in a heterosexual relationship.  
  
The Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia, Greg Rickel, countered Archbishop Etienne with a critical 
statement, “I am simply amazed that a Christian, or a Christian organization, would believe it finds greater 
favor with God, for having first judged on behalf of God (making oneself God, perhaps the greatest heresy 
there is) and then discriminating and ruining the livelihood of two people who simply want to love . . . It 
is no wonder we are in decline.” The Episcopal church supports full inclusion of LGBTQI Christians in 
marriage and in its ministry. 
  
King County Councilmember, Joe McDermott said, “I was baptized and grew up Catholic attending both a 
Catholic high school and college. I didn’t come out myself until I was 30, in part certainly because of the 
damaging message I received from the Catholic Church that being gay was wrong.” Today my nephew and 
Kennedy Catholic classmates continue to receive the destructive message.”  
  
While the students were staging a sit in protest and many walked out to demonstrate on the sidewalk, a 
counter protest was held by supporters of the decision at the Archdiocese of Seattle Office. One of the 
counter protestors who described himself as a good Catholic told reporters, .“I came here to show support 
for the Catholic Church and all churches and all believers of all faith to stand up and hire teachers that 
they believe. The government or the mob shouldn't be forcing religion to hire teachers who don't believe 
in their religion. This is America. We believe in religious freedom.” The Archbishop gave indications to 
reporters that the decision is final and that despite protests from parents and students the termination 
will stand.  
  
 

SHOULD SCHOOLS BE REQUIRED TO TELL PARENTS THEIR CHILD IS TRANSGENDER? 
A Madison, Wisconsin school district is being sued by a group of Christian parents who want notice if their 
child exhibits any indication of gender identity change. The current policy is that if a child wants to change 
their name and pronouns in class, the teacher is prohibited from informing the parents. This policy was 



adopted because the risk to the child of losing family support and housing. The policy, however, does not 
allow the child to change name or sexual identity in any legal form or document.  
  
The parents are represented in the law suit by the Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty, (WILL) a 
conservative, Christian legal organization dedicated to protecting “religious liberty”. The law suit states, 
“This policy denies parents the right to make important healthcare decisions on their children’s behalf. . . 
. using the correct pronoun to refer to a transgender person is a significant psychotherapeutic intervention 
that requires parental notice or consent. . . .(the policy) interferes with parents religious free exercise 
rights (to) impose their religious views on transgender people.” The law suit explains that the parents 
should then have the right to pursue therapy to eliminate their child’s gender confusion so they can adopt 
to the gender of their biological sex. In other words the lawsuit is seeking to allow parents to impose 
conversion therapy on their children despite the many studies and policies of the American Medical 
Association and American Psychological Association that conversion therapy leads to a substantial risk of 
suicides. At this time the case is still pending. 
  
 

LESBIAN TEACHER WINS LARGE SETTLEMENT FROM SCHOOL DISTRICT 
A lesbian teacher in the Dallas/Ft. Worth area sued the Mansfield Independent School District and won a 
$100,000 settlement. Stacy Bailey, an elementary school teacher who twice won teacher of the year, was 
suspended when she showed her students a photo of her fiancé who she subsequently married. Parents 
complained about the picture claiming that Bailey was discussing her sexual orientation with elementary-
aged children. The photo showed the two women dressed in costumes from the Disney film, “Finding 
Nemo”. The alleged sexual orientation discussion was limited to Bailey merely identifying the other 
woman as her “future wife.” 
  
On winning the settlement Bailey said, If you are a school district that thinks you can bully a gay teacher 
out of their job, I hope you remember my name and I hope you think twice. When a straight teacher 
happily announces that she and her husband are expecting a baby to her elementary class, is she saying 
something inappropriate to very young and impressionable students? Is she announcing her sexual 
orientation? Is she presenting her life in a way that promotes her political beliefs. Of course not. She’s 
simply sharing facts about her life.” 
  
Bailey was suspended for eight months and later assigned to a high school. Bailey said she was nervous 
about meeting students for the first time, not knowing how they would react to the news about her 
suspension. On the first day in the High School, Bailey was greeted by a group of 15 LGBTQI students who 
showered her with flowers and candy. Bailey said, “I don’t think they’d ever seen a teacher out loud say 
they were gay. To see a grown-up who was successful and educated and not afraid? I don’t think they had 
ever seen that before. I’ve seen my classroom turn into a safe place for all kinds of kids who feel 
marginalized.”  
  
When Bailey was awarded the settlement that she shared with her attorney, she announced she and her 
wife would donate $10,000 of the sum to a charity serving LGBTQI students. Her attorney promised to 
donate $10,000 to the Human Rights Campaign. Bailey said that when she was suspended she considered 
moving to another school district but felt that she owed it to the next gay teacher at Mansfield who 
shouldn’t have to face the same anti-gay prejudice. “There have always been gay educators. Some of your 
best teachers may have been gay but too afraid to tell you.” She went on to say that change is possible 
only when people take the chance and stand up for their rights. She wants other LGBTQI teachers to learn 
from her experience and not run from a bad situation and move to a new District. She said, “I challenge 
you to (stay where you are and) change the one you’re in.” 
  
 
 
 



TIME OF OUR LIVES 
by Bob Warburton 

I am going to wax LGBTQIA poetically again, as I often do. I believe because of our special outlook on life 
and the way we are treated by society, our people have a different way of seeing the world. One area 
where we tend to have special insight is in the area of love. I think that love is wonderful and LGBT(QIA) 
love is wonderful and very special. Pshaw, I can hear some of you say. How about "Romeo and Juliet?" 
Talk about love stories, you cannot get much better love than that, and that is by definition "straight" 
love. 
  
I must say that love stories of any kind are great. Yet, let me get a shout out for same sex affairs and love. 
First of all no one knows whether the author of "Romeo and Juliet" was straight. In fact he wrote some 
same gender love sonnets. If nothing else, he was woke. For real same sex pathos just refer to Terrance 
McNally's "The Lisbon Traviata" where Stephen tries to keep his doctor spouse from leaving him for a 
younger less depressed man. It is a real tear jerker and underscores the depth of same gender love. 
  
It is only a generation since "the love that dare not speak its name" was looked on with scorn or worse, 
legal sanction. We were so happy to meet someone of the same orientation in those days, that 
relationships or love were experienced with immense joy and abandon. We met in the shadows. People 
who finally come out feel the release that the ability to experience real love gives after hiding for so long. 
All these feelings make saying goodbye all that much harder. 
  
We learned that with AIDS long ago when our childhood lovers hit their 20s and 30s and then died in our 
arms. We still lose friends and lovers to HIV but now not as often. Now the normal passage of time moves 
on and we note the passing of old loves. I just heard from the wife of an old love that he is in hospice 
expected to die shortly of brain cancer. We all have stayed close throughout the years, but as with a lot 
of life this was a total shock for everyone. Cherish love where ever you find it. 
  
 

TEACHER PROHIBITS STUDENT FROM WRITING ABOUT HER LESBIAN PARENTS 
In a small town of Montrose in central Michigan, a student was told by her teacher that she could not 
write a speech defending same-sex marriage. The teacher said it might offend someone in the class. The 
student, Destiny McDermitt, asked the teacher to ask the class if they would be offended but the teacher 
said no and told her and the class, “No, we are not going to do that. I don’t want to hear about it. I don’t 
want to read about it, and I’m the one who has to grade it.” Destiny called her mother, Angela and, later, 
wrote a letter to school administrators complaining about the discriminatory treatment. Destiny told a 
reporter, “(it) offended me because I have two moms who are married and I really thought it was 
inappropriate.” Angela McDermitt said, “We’re grown adults. These are our children, we went through 
this issues when we decided to be together, but these are our children. They don’t need to be subjected 
to it.”  
 
School officials are investigating the incident. Superintendent Linden Moore said the teacher erred in not 
being absolutely clear on the assignment parameters. The school district has a policy encouraging 
discussion and opinions on controversial matters to teach critical thinking.  
  
Recent studies have found that approximately 8% of student in grades 9 through 12 identify as LGBTQI. 
Discussion of same-sex marriage should not be considered controversial. A substantial number of students 
in any class need to be aware that choosing to marry a same-sex person is an option in their future 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 

 



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  
print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 
schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 
schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 
name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 
our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 
rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 
and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG Palm Springs and mail to: 
PFLAG Palm Springs, PO Box 43262, Palm Springs, CA 92263 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 
EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

 
Chapter Officers 

Co-presidents: Christine Hammond, Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 
Treasurer: Peter East 

Emeritus members: Mike and Carol Balasa 
 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 
Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 
smile.amazon.com 

 


