
  

  
  

THE BANNER OF THE DESERT  
THE NEWSLETTER OF PFLAG PALM SPRINGS/DESERT COMMUNITIES CHAPTER  

Our Twenty-Third Year, July 2019, Volume 24, No. 7 
PFLAG MEETING  

SUNDAY, JULY 21st 2:30 P.M.  
CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM  

Meeting Facilitator: Dan Smith  
Discussion topic:  

We just celebrated “Pride 50” in June. Did Pride Month strike you as being important this year?  
Did you learn something new about the LGBTQI movement that you did not know before? 

Are we still moving forward as a community? Let’s reflect on Pride 50. 
   

Light refreshments provided by Diane Ross  
Please volunteer to bring light refreshments to a future meeting. Email: info@PSpflag.org  

  

 
PFLAG and TTC Support Group For Transgender And Gender Expansive Families 

NO MEETINGS in June, July or August. They will resume in September! 
 (Call the PFLAG Information line, 760-202-4430, for support in June, July or August) 

 
PRIDE Events in Southern California 

July 12 - 14: San Diego PRIDE – www.sdpride.org 

 
A Message From The Editor 

– Mike Balasa 
I watched the 2018 movie biography of Fred Rogers, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor”. Mr. Rogers led a life 
that was completely in character with the person he presented on his long running afternoon children 
show from 1968 to 2001. He was a caring, loving person who consistently told children and adults that 
they were perfect “just the way they were”. His message was that we all are lovable and capable of loving 
others. His gay co-workers and friends knew that he was including them in the message of acceptance. At 
Rogers’ funeral in Pittsburg in 2003, it was disturbing to see the demonstrators waving signs and yelling 
words of hate and spite; because, they knew he did not condemn to hell members of the LGBTQI 
community. To see this kind and gentle man debased by at his funeral was a message of hate that clearly 
defines the morals and character of those protestors.  
  
Long ago, I came to the realization that a religious belief that labels a minority as sinful and fallen away 
from God, is wrong and, ultimately, dangerous. Many minorities in history that were persecuted were 
initially declared “fallen in sin”. The majority of people in these condemning religions, have little contact 
with the sinners and don’t develop any serious animosity. But some religious devotees take it one step 
further, insisting that the target minority needs to be treated as evil people who are capable of corrupting 
the culture. The attempts to overturn marriage equality or the so called “religious freedom” laws are 
merely attempts to punish and isolate the hated minority. Each success by religious fundamentalists to 
demonize the LGBTQI community takes us closer to a day when serious persecution begins. 
  

mailto:info@PSpflag.org
http://www.sdpride.org/


The threat of religious persecution is real and must never be ignored. Better to raise a voice now and 
never relent in fighting the smear of misguided theology. I know the few religious leaders who have made 
the news with calls for the death of gays, lesbians and transgender people are not widely followed, but 
they remind us that the hate could grow, and we must never let down our guard.  
  
 

Congratulations To The Palm Springs Outstanding Voices Nominees 
Palm Springs Pride honored this year’s recipients of the “Outstanding Voices” award at a ceremony held 
at the Palm Springs Hyatt on June 5th. Palm Springs Pride initiated the awards “. . .to preserve and 
celebrate our history. We raise up our community, business and civic leaders who exemplify the qualities 
of courage, leadership and perseverance. Honorees are visibly out or vocal allies that influence, impact 
and advance LGBT equality in Palm Springs.”  
  
Among the persons named in this honor were several PFLAG members. We are proud to claim them as 
our own - and to extend our pride and appreciation for their efforts and success. Those PFLAG members 
honored are: Sharon Doty, Barbara Barrett, Diane Ross, George and Jacquie Spencer, Susan Thronson, 
Jerry Trussell and Sylvia Zelnys. 
  
 

Teenage Suicide Rates Rise To Record Levels In U.S. 
A new research study reported in the Journal of the American Medical Association reported that suicides 
of teens has increased to its highest level since the government started collecting statistics in 1960. In 
2017, the report stated that 5,016 males and 1,225 females between the ages of 15 and 24 took their 
lives. The Center for Disease Control reported last November that suicide for all ages has increased 
dramatically, rising 33% between 1999 and 2017. C.D.C. said the largest increase was in rural areas where 
suicide rates were 80% higher than rates in urban areas. San Diego State University psychologist, Jean 
Twenge, who researches generational differences in emotional well-being stated, “I don’t think it is an 
exaggeration at all to say that we have a mental health crisis among adolescents in the U.S.” 
  
This year the Trevor Project completed a national survey involving 34,000 subjects on the topic of LGBTQ 
youth mental health. The Trevor Project has existed for over 20 years, providing a 24 hour hot-line to 
LGTBQ youth in crisis. Youth can reach trained counselors by phone, text messages or on social media for 
immediate help. The research reported the following findings: 39% of LGBTQ youth seriously considered 
attempting suicide in the past twelve months, with more than half of transgender and non-binary youth 
having seriously considered; 71% of LGBTQ youth reported feeling sad or hopeless for at least two weeks 
in the past year; less than half of LGBTQ respondents were out to an adult at school, students were less 
likely to disclose their gender identity than sexual orientation; two in three LGBTQ youth reported that 
someone tried to convince them to change their sexual orientation or gender identity and those youth 
who were subjected to conversion therapy were twice as likely to attempt suicide than youth who evaded 
the conversion attempt; 71% of LGBTQ youth in the study reported discrimination due to either sexual 
orientation or gender identity; 58% of transgender and non-binary youth reported being discouraged from 
using a bathroom that corresponded to their gender identity; 76% of LGBTQ youth felt that the recent 
political climate impacted their mental health or sense of self; 87% of LGBTQ youth said it was important 
to them to reach out to a crisis intervention organization that focuses on LGBTQ youth and 98% said a 
safe space social networking site for LGBTQ youth would be valuable to them.” 
  
The Trevor project, in addition to immediate access for troubled youth, is also involved in advocacy, 
research and education programs across the country. Their online educational programs include 
information about school policies and training programs for teachers and guidance counselors. 
  

For more information visit the Trevor Project web site at: www.thetrevorproject.org 
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 High School Gay-Straight Alliances Reduce Teen Suicides 
In a study, conducted by Dr. Elizabeth Saewyc of the University of British Columbia School of Nursing, high 
schools where gay-straight alliances exist, teen suicides were surprisingly and substantially reduced. 
Suicide rates for all high schools were found to be high for LGBTQI students: one in four boys and girls 
who labeled themselves as LGBTQI had attempted suicide in the past year as compared to only 5% of 
straight students attempting suicide.  
  
In schools with GSA’s the suicide rate for LGBTQI youth was cut in half or more. Dr. Saewyc wrote, “If 
being gay, lesbian or bisexual were recognized in all our communities as a normal human variation, like 
having brown eyes, or being left handed . . ., it would be hard for it to be used as an insult . . .But as long 
as society considers being gay or bisexual a negative thing then those labels and the negative harassment. 
. . can be used to hurt others. The naysayers, such as some church groups, will need to rethink their 
opposition to GSA’s as the lives of teenagers are at stake” 
  
 

Christine Hammond Retires From PFLAG Board 
Christine Hammond requested that she be relieved from her duties as a member of this Palm 
Springs/Desert Communities PFLAG. We are sad to see her go, her leadership and energy are an important 
part of the PFLAG community. She and her wife, Sly Zelnys, were early members of this PFLAG chapter. 
Our PFLAG was started in 1995 and they joined the chapter in 1998, immediately taking on leadership 
roles. Between presidents in the early years they were a stabilizing presence that kept the chapter alive 
and active. In the past few years, Christine served as board secretary and encouraged the chapter to grow 
and improve with a Facebook presence, improved fund raising efforts and an upgraded web site.  
  
Christine is an important leader in the Palm Springs community as well. She served for several years on 
the Measure J Committee and was instrumental in the allotment of funds for major improvements all over 
the city. She is also active and an officer in One PS, the city neighborhood group, responsible for organizing 
sections of the city into advisory and improvement committees. Recently she was a key organizer for a 
conference of neighborhood groups from across the nation, Neighborhoods USA. For all her efforts she 
was given a “Lifetime Achievement Award” by Palm Springs Pride last year and was honored in the Pride 
Parade.  
  
Thank you Christine for your willingness to take on any task asked of you and for the great wisdom you 
have shared with us all in helping to guide us in becoming a stronger and more forward looking 
organization for the benefit of the community and beyond. 
  
 

 More Tales From The Zoo 
The Denver Zoo reports that they have a pair of flamingos that have settled down together for the past 
two years and they are both males. One of the flamingos is from Chili and named Lance Bass. The other 
flamingo, born in America, is called Freddie Mercury.  
  
There is an age difference: Lance is nearly 50 years old and Freddie is only 18—fortunately in the flamingo 
world that is legal. The pair have served as surrogate parents when a breeding pair are unable to raise 
their chick. 
  
 

St. Cecilia Catholic Community 
Father David Lynch of St Cecilia, a liberal church in the Catholic tradition, is supportive of everyone with 
all sacraments. He will perform same-sex marriage with Nuptial mass, baptisms, quinceaneras and 
funerals with no fees or classes. Mass is at 10:30 A.M. Sunday and Low Mass 12:15 P.M. Wednesdays. 
Father Lynch writes, “If you’ve been rejected at other churches, we want you and need you.” 
  



This musical faith community is located at 555 N. Commercial Road, No. 1, Palm Springs. Phone: 760-223-
7091 or visit the web site: www.SaintCeciliaCatholicCommunity.org 
  
 

Gay And Disabled 
by Bob Warburton 

 
 The year was 1973 and the counter culture magazine "Rolling Stone" came out with a 3 issue examination 
of the Lesbian and Gay scene in the U.S. Here I was in a little house in Laramie, Wyoming with my two 
roommates, all of whom were some version of LGBTQIA. We were reading the articles and discussing 
them with wonder. Our university town had no Gay organizations and the nearest Gay Bar was 200 miles 
away in Denver. Plus none of us were out. 
  
I remember a discussion in the mag of how racism was a problem as it was in the rest of society; however, 
in some ways Gay groups were very mixed racially and socially. Then there was a photo of a swimming 
pool and below that picture the owner of a bath house in New York talked about how the Gay male world 
was so into perfect bodies. He especially felt sorry for the disabled guys who came to swim but were 
shunned and couldn't get a date.  
  
Since I write about everything LGBTQIA, and I have lived my life as a disabled person, I should comment 
about this. First the good news is in my experience love wins out. Especially in our Valley people come 
here looking to settle down and meet someone they can get along with. Disability seems much less of a 
negative here. Second there is a comedy on NETFLIX where love wins out called "Special," where Ryan 
O'Connell acts out his memoir which was called "I'm Special and Other Lies We Tell Ourselves." In this sit-
com the 20 something Gay man with cerebral palsy meets the challenges of life and love. 
  
Besides this plug for a positive portrayal of disabled and the LGBTQIA life on the tube, the issue is more 
complicated. Especially after the HIV Pandemic our community learned how to deal with illness and 
differing abilities. Also, there has always been a caring compassionate segment of our Community. I know 
not all male nurses are Gay, but we certainly started the trend. However, from the beginning in my 20s I 
found certain males were ashamed or unhappy to be seen with me because of my disability. They would 
not say it to my face, but they would tell my friends. "No don't call Bob. I just can't be seen with a crippled 
guy."  
  
To hear that was stunning, but my friends kept dating or hanging out with these guys. It was a small town 
and years ago. Yet, when I least expect it, today and here in the Valley someone will relate an incident of 
disabled shaming and name calling. I guess these persons dislike me for something else and it is easier to 
blame the disability. Now remember, these are Gays who know discrimination first hand. All people in our 
society feel the pressure of peer pressure and looking good. The good news is there is much more good 
and love in the world than bad and hate. For example, Bob and I have been together 38 years this August. 
  
 

It Looks Bleak For LGBTQI Progress But Polls Tell A Different Story 
Gallup Polls on American attitudes towards the LGBTQI community have changed substantially over the 
past several decades. There are many persons alive who vividly remember a time when they could lose 
their job or even go to jail for being gay. Gallup Polls released the results of a new attitude poll and the 
news is good. Here are some of the results: 
  
Legality of gay and lesbian sex - in 1977, 43% believed same-sex acts should be illegal and 43% believed it 
should be legal. Today 83% say it should be legal. 
  
Same-sex marriage - in 1996 only 27% supported same-sex marriage. Today 63% say it should remain 
legal. 
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People are born gay - in 1977 only 13% of people believed that gay was a natural variation of sexuality 
and people were born that way. Today 49% believe it is normal. 
  
Gay adoption - only 14% in 1977 believed gay people should be allowed to adopt children. Today 75% 
believe gays should have adoption rights. 
  
Equal job opportunities for LGBTQI - 56% of people in 1977 believed lesbian and gay persons should have 
job rights; however, less than 50% believed that gays and lesbians should be MD’s or clergy and only 25% 
approved of hiring them as elementary school teachers. Today that percentage is up to 93% with 83% 
accepting gays and lesbians as teachers. 
 
 

(More on next page) 
 
 
 
  



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG and mail to: 

PFLAG 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive 7-262, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: INFO@PSPFLAG.ORG 

Chapter Officers 

President: Mike Balasa, Vice-president: Carol Balasa,  

Treasurer: Peter East, Directors: Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation.  

at smile.amazon.com 
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