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VIRTUAL PFLAG MEETING  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17TH 2:30 P.M.  

In lieu of our regular monthly meeting at the Cathedral City Library, will be a virtual meeting, via Zoom. This will 

be a place to discuss your thoughts and concerns and an opportunity to connect with other PFLAGers.  

Just email us at info@PSpflag.org prior to 2:00 the 17th and you will be added to the list. This will be an invitation-

only meeting, so be sure to RSVP now! Note: you need to RSVP the January meeting even if you had sent in a 

request for the December meeting. You can expect an email invitation to arrive Sunday and can join with 

audio/video or by phone. Facilitated by Sly Zelnys. 

Remember, your PFLAG-PS family is here and available to you by phone at 760-202-4430 or via email at 

info@PSpflag.org if you want to connect.  

Visit our Facebook page and share your thoughts, feelings and insights on your individual experience and insights 

on current events. 

SUPPORT FOR TRANSGENDER AND GENDER EXPANSIVE FAMILIES 

Meetings are the first Wednesday of each month. Next Zoom meetings: January 6th and February 3rd from 6 pm - 
7:30 pm. Facilitated by Susan Thronson. Please email info@trans.health or call the Transgender Health and 
Wellness Center at (760) 202-4308 for more information. 

 
  

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
-Mike Balasa 

My January Editorial for many years is an attempt to predict what issues are in store for the LGBTQI community. 
Two years ago I predicted Trump, with his impending impeachment, would strive to bolster his base by continuing 
his attack on LGBTQI equality and even try to set back marriage equality. I wrote that Trump’s efforts would fail 
and that Chief Justice Roberts would continue to maintain the Obergefell decision. This did happen! Last year I 
predicted the anti-LGBTQI religious-right would begin to split over Trump’s policies and behavior. There really 
wasn’t a major split, but the fundamentalist support for Trump was greatly reduced leading to his failure for re-
election. I even went so far as to hope for a softening of the anti-LGBTQI belief that sexual orientation is a choice. 
I even hoped that maybe there would be a rebirth of tolerance and caring in this country. That did not happen. 
  
It seems this past year, there was a hardening of attitudes. Many people were openly showing contempt and 
uncaring for others. The pandemic made the indifference to the welfare of others by right-wing supporters even 
more open and strident. The refusal to wear masks in public, maintain social distance and refrain from large 
gatherings in closed spaces was contempt of the best advice of medical authorities.  
  
LGBTQI rights did not suffer any major setbacks this past year. Courts reversed nearly all of the Trump 
administration policies affecting LGBTQI persons in Federal employment and in the Armed Forces. State laws 
attacking LGBTQI rights were overturned by courts or modified in state legislatures. Transgender rights were 
attacked at many levels and the issue of transgender persons in sports is still a hot topic. This next year a new 
administration will offer more advances in LGBTQI rights. We will have an openly gay cabinet member. Again I 
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believe the religious-right will continue to decline in influence. I still want to believe that this country will return 
to love and caring.  
  

SECRETARY OF STATE ALEX PADILLA TO REPLACE KAMALA HARRIS AS SENATOR 
California Governor Gavin Newsome named the current California Secretary of State, Alex Padilla, to replace 
Kamala Harris in the Senate. Padilla will have nearly a full term as Senator as Harris won reelection in 2018.  
  
Padilla has a stellar record on LGBTQI issues. His previous experiences included seven years on the Los Angeles 
City Council, two terms in the state senate and is now serving his second term as Secretary of State. As Secretary 
of State he has advocated for LGBTQI organizations and supported LGBTQI rights. He worked with Equality 
California to further LGBTQI persons right to vote - oversaw training of poll workers to assure trans voters have 
voting rights despite gender identify, expression or pronouns differences on voter rolls.  
  
During Pride Month he oversaw the California State Archives exhibit of historical photos and documents. The 
exhibit was open free of charge.  
  
During his reelection campaign for Secretary of State, he publicly praised all the out LGBTQI staff and elected 
officials for their work and contribution to his work as an elected official. The LGBTQI publication, “Bay Area 
Reporter”, endorsed him for reelection.  
  
Equality California asked Governor Newsome to consider appointing an LGBTQI person to replace Senator Harris; 
however, state LGBTQI organizations were quick to support Newsome’s choice of Padilla. The other Senator, 
Dianne Feinstein was an advocate of Padilla for the vacancy.  
  

LGBTQI VOTERS MADE BIDEN’S WIN POSSIBLE 
The AP VoteCast Poll reported in the “Washington Post”, concluded the overwhelming support Democrat Joe 
Biden received from LGBTQI voters was a factor in his election. In the key states of Georgia, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Arizona and Nevada the overwhelming support of LGBTQI voters made a difference. In the 2016 
election, LGBTQI voters was estimated to be at 5%. In the 2020 election this percentage in the key states  
was between 7 and 9%. Not all LGBTQI persons voted for Biden but the percentage of LGBTQI voters who  
selected Biden ranged from 70 to 90%. The participation of LGBTQI voters will be key in the January runoff  
Senate races in Georgia. 
  

SUPREME COURT REFUSES TO HEAR INDIANA CASE 
TO REFUSE PARENTAL RIGHTS TO SAME-SEX COUPLES 

Last month in “The Banner” we reported on a case brought by the Indiana Attorney General to uphold an Indiana 
law that prohibits same-sex parents from both being listed as parents on a child’s birth certificate. The 7th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals took an exceptional length of time to rule on the case. They eventually upheld a lower 
court order that the Indiana Law prohibiting both same-sex parents on the birth certificate was unconstitutional. 
The Indiana Attorney General then appealed to the Supreme Court to reverse the decision. 
  
As we reported here, last month, this was an important test of the new make up of the Supreme Court. After the 
appointment of Justice Barrett, there is now a conservative majority on the Supreme Court. Justices Alto  
and Thomas both have commented publicly that they would favor turning back the right of same-sex couples to 
legally marry. 
  
In mid-December the Supreme Court issued a statement that they would decline to hear the appeal and would 
let stand the ruling that the Indiana law was unconstitutional. Now same-sex parents in Indiana will both be listed 
as legal parents on their child’s birth certificate. 
  
One of the Plaintiffs, Jackie Phillips-Stackman told the “Indianapolis Star” reporter, “It is such a relief, I can’t even 
begin to describe it. You spend so much time being very kind of angry at your state and angry at those that keep 



wanting to fight your equality as a parent, and you just get in this fight mode. So to know that it is finally over and 
that we can take a breath is so relieving.” Jackie said that her daughter is now five years old and someday will be 
able to read how she contributed to making Indiana a better place for other children of same-sex couples. “She’s 
gonna have the whole story to read, and of course I’m going to tell her how important this is. She is truly just a 
miracle being that just by her presence is doing so much, and she has no idea right now.” 
  
The Indiana Attorney General, Curtis Hill, argued that allowing same-sex couples to appear on the birth certificate 
“violates common sense and throws into jeopardy parental rights based on biology. A birth mother’s wife will 
never be the biological father of the child. . . . a biological father’s rights and obligations to the child have 
necessarily been undermined without proper adjudication.” 
  

WORLD RELIGIOUS LEADERS PUSH FOR BAN ON CONVERSION THERAPY 
Over 370 religious leaders from the main religions throughout the world, met in London to sign a declaration 
which calls for a ban on conversion therapy. Conversion therapy is a discredited, religious inspired attempt to 
change sexual orientation. The American Psychological Association passed a resolution condemning Conversion 
therapy in 1997, calling it dangerous and immoral to subject LGBTQI children to any attempt at sexual orientation 
change. Other psychological and medical organizations have issued similar condemnations of the practice. Over 
20 states in this country have laws prohibiting the therapy.  
  
The declaration sponsored by the Global Interfaith Commission on LGBT+ lives, marks the launch of a campaign 
that also includes a call to end violence against sexual minorities and the criminalization of LGBTQI people. Key 
figures in the meeting from 35 countries included Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, David 
Rosen, and former Irish President, Mary McAleese.  
  
Jayne Ozanne, director of the Global Interfaith Commission on LGBT+ Lives said this landmark declaration was 
historic, “We’ve never had such a powerful, clear and supportive statement from so many leaders.  I do not  
think that any government can be deaf to the cries of survivors. People are still being traumatized while  
politicians dally.” 
  
The Bishop of Liverpool, the Right Reverend Paul Bayes said, “For too long, religious teaching have been misused 
- and are still being misused - to cause deep pain and offence to those who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer and intersex. The declaration aims to provide a strong and authoritative voice amongst those who wish to 
affirm the sanctity of life and the dignity of all.”  
  
The International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims and the Independent Forensic Expert Group issued a 
warning that over 69 countries are still allowing conversion therapy. They also have called for a global ban on the 
practice which they identify as a form of torture.  
  
In the final days of the Trump administration, the outgoing president appointed Marcus Bachman as an advisor to 
the Health and Human Services Committee for People with Intellectual Disability. Bachman is known for running 
a clinic that practices conversion therapy. 
  

"MA RAINEY'S BLACK BOTTOM" A REVIEW 
by Bob Warburton 

I was reviewing the PFLAG National "Policy Matters" on line and was thrilled to see they advocated seeing the 
Netflix movie "Ma Rainey's Black Bottom" as she was "bi-sexual." That meant I could watch it and write an article 
here. The movie combines three items I adore, LGBTQIA sensibility, civil rights, and music. It is a reworking of a 
play by August Wilson who is famous for a series of plays show casing the African American experience throughout 
our history. The costumes, cars, and make up for this are fantastic, but do not expect this to be action packed 
movie. This is a play, chock full of language and the discussion of racism, capitalism, and who has control.  
  



There are two main protagonists in the piece, Rainey played superbly by Academy Award Winner Viola Davis 
(Fences) and a fictional trumpet player in her band, Levee, played equally well by Chadwick Boseman (Black 
Panther, Marshall) who deal with all the intricacies of one day of recording in a white owned studio in Chicago in 
1927. Rainey was known as the Mother of the Blues and would tour from her base in the south. She was born in 
1866 as Gertrude Pridgett and married at 18 William Rainey and toured with him until him death in 1919. They 
adopted one son. This "Black Bottom" definitely leans on the side of Rainey being Lesbian versus Bisexual as Rainey 
and Levee spar over the same woman. Rainey wins. 
  
One of the best scenes in the film has one of the male band members talking musically in a practice room saying, 
"she gonna do what she gonna do." The next scene shows Ma at the same moment in a Black hotel filled with well 
off patrons with all eyes on Rainey descending a flight of stairs, dressed fashionably, with her arms draped over 
the shoulders of her young gorgeous female lover and her young gorgeous nephew. A woman is gonna do what a 
woman is gonna do. 
  
The music, what there is, is marvelous. Winton Marsalis is in control here and the effect is wonderful. I had to 
search to find out who the soloist was and her background. Maxayn Lewis does well as Rainey's voice and she is a 
veteran, literally beginning as an "Ikette" singing for Ike and Tina Turner. Still, this is not a musical, and we are left 
with more talking than music. Some reviews say this piece drags at times, but I disagree. What a better way to 
hear really good music and enjoy a great story. 
 

WOMEN ATHLETES SUPPORT TRANSGENDER GIRLS AND WOMEN PLAYING SPORTS 
Noted women athletes, Megan Rapinoe, Billie Jean King and 174 women athletes signed a amicus brief filed to 
overturn an Idaho law that bans transgender girls and women from competing as girls in school sports. The brief 
states, “As women and LGBTQ+ athletes we submit that all youth deserve an equal opportunity to participate in 
sports alongside their peers. Such equal opportunity benefits the entire sports community.” 
  
The Idaho law allows for a female student-athlete to be challenged and requires the athlete to undergo an exam 
to prove their sex identity. Examiners are required to consider genitalia, hormones and DNA. This practice of 
determining sex is not condoned by the American Academy of Pediatrics.  
  
The lawsuit was filed by a transgender athlete at Boise State University and the ACLU. They are asking the Idaho 
Governor, Brad Little, to overturn the law.  
  
Billie Jean King wrote, “There is no place in any sport for discrimination of any kind. I am proud to support all 
transgender athletes who simply want the access and opportunity to compete in the sport they love. The global 
athletic community grows stronger when we welcome and champion athletes - including LGBTQI+ athletes.” 
  
The Trump administration also filed a brief defending the Idaho law. In their brief they maintained they wanted 
to protect cisgender athletes from having to interact with transgender persons.  
  

GAY FLAMINGOS 
The Denver Zoo announced that two male flamingos have formed a committed and loving relationship. The couple 
were able to connect despite the fact one comes from Chili and the other was born in the U.S. The zoo staff says 
that the couple have formed a stable home and are ready to adopt a chick. They built a nest on a communal island 
and performed courtship rituals. Male bird couples are often same-sex mated and can be used as substitute 
parents when the mother has too many chicks or is unable to tend to the egg. 
  
The Denver Zoo is proud to publicize the two flamingos to show their support for the message of diversity and 
inclusion according to the zoo’s director of communications, Jake Kubie.  
 

(More on next page)  



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, schools 

and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local schools’ Gay 

Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your name and 

a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and our local chapter of 

PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership rolls of 

the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, and they do not 

share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG Palm Springs and mail to: 

PFLAG Palm Springs, PO Box 4326, Palm Springs, CA 92263 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

 

Chapter Officers 

Co-presidents: Christine Hammond, Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys, Treasurer: Peter East 

Emeritus members: Mike and Carol Balasa 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 
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