
  

  
THE BANNER OF THE DESERT  

THE NEWSLETTER OF PFLAG PALM SPRINGS/DESERT COMMUNITIES CHAPTER  
Our Twenty-Third Year, January, 2020, Volume 25, No. 1 

PFLAG MEETING  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 19TH 2:30 P.M.  

CATHEDRAL CITY LIBRARY, COMMUNITY ROOM  
Meeting facilitator: Dan Smith  

Discussion topic:  
What is our PFLAGPS agenda for the New Year? Is our focus inclusive enough? Are there things that we 

should add to our “to do” list? Let’s think of ways to broaden our outreach. 
  

Light refreshments provided by Linda Lang 
Please volunteer to bring light refreshments to a future meeting. Email: info@PSpflag.org  

  
 

PFLAG AND TCC SUPPORT GROUP FOR TRANSGENDER AND GENDER EXPANSIVE FAMILIES 
(But all are welcome to attend and offer support) 

 facilitator: Susan Thronson 
The second Wednesday of each Month 

 Next meeting: January 8th,, 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
 Transgender Health and Wellness Center 

35-325 Date Palm, Suite 143, Cathedral City 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE PFLAG MISSION OF SUPPORT, EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY 
BY RENEWING YOUR PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to support PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  
use our secure website at PFLAGps.org or print and mail the form at the end of the newsletter.  
Our expenses are for materials we supply to individuals, schools and supporting organizations;  

the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local schools’ Gay Straight Alliances;  
and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade. 

  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
-Mike Balasa 

My tradition is to use the January Banner editorial to announce predictions for the coming year. I am 
consistent in my predictions - they are seldom accurate. Still I find it an interesting mental exercise to 
imagine how present situations might change over the next year. A presidential election is pending, but I 
don’t think anyone can guess now how that will turn out. We have a president under fire who, despite his 
ability to dodge accusations and gaffes, still might be unelectable. There is also an interesting line up of 
Democrats, one of whom is a gay man, running in the primaries.  
  
The problem the LGBTQI community faced over the last three years is an administration that caters to the 
demands of the fundamentalist Christians. For years, the fundamentalists have attempted to stop the 
steady progress of the LGBTQI community to gain respect and equality under the law. The fundamentalists 
want to overturn all progress. Now they are seeking the right to discriminate against LGBTQI persons in 
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their businesses and employment practices. The federal government is changing rules and regulations in 
several agencies including Health and Human Services, Defense and Education to allow the religious 
freedom to discriminate. The present administration is nominating judges to federal courts who have a 
history of anti-LGBTQI statements and rulings. For this service, the majority of fundamentalist Christians 
continue to support Trump despite his lurid past, questionable business practices and frequent lies and 
insults of respected people.  
  
My prediction is that in the coming year the fundamentalist Christians will split over their support of 
Trump. We are seeing support eroding with an article in “Christianity Today” supporting Trump’s 
impeachment. There will be a hard core following, but I believe a majority of those Christians will realize 
the damage that Trump has brought on their reputation and credibility. They might even begin to realize 
that LGBTQI identity is not a choice but a condition inherent at birth. I want to believe that tolerance and 
love is going to make a comeback. 
  
 

GLAAD KEEPS TRACK OF TRUMP 
The organization, GLAAD (formerly known as the Gay, Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation), is maintaining 
a list of all attacks on the LGBTQI community by the Trump Administration. As of the day this article was 
written in late December, GLAAD has recorded 133 attacks. The entire list can be found at GLAAD.org 
under the heading, Trump Accountability Project.  
  
The first attack recorded was on Inauguration Day when an order was issued by Trump’s aides to eliminate 
any mention of the LGBTQI community from White House, Department of State and Department of Labor 
websites. The next serious action was an executive order to facilitate discrimination against LGBTQI 
persons in government. In June, The Department of Education rolled back the Office of Civil Rights’ 
expansive approach to investigating civil rights complaints to protect LGBTQI students from discrimination 
at school. In July, Trump issued an order to ban transgender service members from serving in any capacity 
in the US military; a move that threatened the 15,000 transgender military members now on active duty. 
  
The above examples are just a few of the injustices and insults to the LGBTQI community the Trump 
administration has implemented. In this last month, GLAAD included Trump’s support of allowing faith 
based schools the “right to discriminate” against LGBTQI teachers and staff and remove any mention of 
LGBTQI issues from the curriculum. Trump also announced that tax payer supported adoption agencies 
may use “religious beliefs” as a basis for denying the placement of children into homes of same-sex 
couples.  
  
The list includes the many appointments of anti-LGBTQI persons into the administration. Betsy DeVos, the 
Education Secretary, has a long history of anti-LGBTQI activism. During a hearing before a House sub-
committee, she refused to say on record whether or not she opposed discrimination against LGBTQI 
students. The appointment of Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court was another insult to LGBTQI rights. 
Kavanaugh has an extremely conservative record on LGBTQI civil rights and was supported by the hate 
group, Family Research Council. The administration continues to elect judges to the federal court system 
that have histories of anti-LGBTQI decisions and statements. This might be the worst attack as the injustice 
could last for years past the Trump years. 
  
 

HALLMARK CHANNEL ANGERS LGBTQI COMMUNITY 
Hallmark channel, under pressure from One Million Moms, a hate group that actually has no paid staff or 
organization and seems to consist of one person, Monica Cole, pulled ads for the wedding planning 
website Zola, Four of the six ads showed two women kissing. OMM, according to available data, has only 
4,200 Twitter followers and low rating on internet ranking A social-media backlash started immediately 
and Ellen DeGeneres contributed to the criticism. Hallmark backed away from the decision and promised 
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to resume the ads. Hallmark Cards CEO, Mike Perry, issued an apology, “We are truly sorry for the hurt 
and disappointment this has caused.” 
  
Zola’s chief marketing officer, Mike Chi, issued a statement saying they would soon contact Hallmark 
about returning to the channel with their message, “We were deeply troubled when Hallmark rejected 
our commercials for featuring a lesbian couple celebrating their marriage, and are relieved to see that 
decision was reversed. We are humbled by everyone who showed support not only for Zola, but for all 
the LGBTQ couples and families who express their love on their wedding day, and every day.” 
  
It didn’t seem in character for Hallmark to cave into anti-LGBTQI advocates. Hallmark movies always seem 
to celebrate diversity and same-sex couples are often depicted. One of the most successful directors and 
writers of Hallmark movies is Palm Springs resident, Ron Oliver, who is a married gay man. His most recent 
movie was the highly acclaimed Christmas Movie “Christmas At The Plaza” which debuted on Thanksgiving 
Day. Hallmark movies are always non-political, non-violent and troublesome problems are never depicted. 
Happy endings are always provided to the viewers.  
  
It is not a good idea for advertisers to ignore or insult the LGBTQI community. Research in 2016 by a PR 
firm, Witeck Communications, found the LGBTQI community had purchasing power of $884 billion. They 
found that 47% of same-sex couples had incomes of over $100,000 compared to only 45% of opposite-
sex couples. A 2017 study reported in the “Southern Economic Journal” found lesbians earn more than 
straight female counterparts, and that gay men earn significantly more than comparable straight men.  
Of course all the research adds the fact that there are a significant number of LGBTQI persons have 
suffered workplace discrimination and exclusion that put many into a poverty situation.  
  
 

INFO-A-GO-GO EVERYTHING LGBTQI IN THE DESERT 
For the third year, The Center, serving the LGBTQI community, announced that they will sponsor a fair to 
introduce all the services available in the Coachella valley. Every agency, group, club or organization that 
serves the LGBTQI community has been invited to the fair to explain their mission and services. This is 
especially valuable to persons new to the area either visiting or intending to make this area their home.  
  
This event will take place on Wednesday, January 22nd at the Riviera Hotel, Grand Ballroom, from 3:00 to 
6:00 p.m., 1600 N. Indian Canyon in Palm Springs. In addition to the fair, there will be a social gathering 
from 5:30 to 7:00, also at the Riviera. All are welcome to join in the tasty “Happy Hour”. The social event 
is sponsored by media partner, Nicholas Snow with Promo-Homo TV. If you have any questions call The 
Center at 760-416-7790. 
  
 

 PFLAG SOUTHERN PACIFIC CONFERENCE WILL FEATURE LINDA REEVES 
The organizers of the Southern Pacific Regional PFLAG conference announced that Linde Reeves will 
present a workshop at the conference. Reeves was a successful sales and marketing executive who 
switched her career to psychotherapy after graduating from Antioch University in Los Angeles with a 
Masters in Clinical Psychology. She is a mother of a gay son and has focused her professional training in 
helping LGBTQI persons and their families. She is currently working on a book to help families experiencing 
a family member transitioning to a preferred gender identity.  
  
Reeves is a co-founder of the Manhattan Beach PFLAG and a co-founder the Prism Institute which provides 
customized LGBTQI diversity training workshops to mental health and medical services  
providers, schools, businesses, local governments and law enforcement agencies.  
  
The PFLAG Southern Pacific Regional Conference will take place of Saturday, February 29th, from 8:30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M. PFLAG Manhattan Beach/South Bay will be the hosting chapter. The conference will be 
held at the Manhattan Beach Community Church, 303 S Peck Ave., Manhattan Beach.  



  
There is no registration fee to attend the conference and it is open to all PFLAG chapter leaders, members 
and supporters. For registration go to: https://twitter.com/PflagSoPac  
  
 

“CHRISTIANITY TODAY “ URGES READERS TO RECONSIDER SUPPORT FOR TRUMP 
The magazine founded by Billy Graham in 1956 published an article encouraging readers to reconsider 
their support for Trump. The editorial stated, “...the facts in this instance are unambiguous: The president 
of the United States attempted to use his political power to coerce a foreign leader to harass and discredit 
one of the president’s political opponents. That is not only a violation of the Constitution; more 
importantly, it is profoundly immoral. To the many evangelicals who continue to support Mr. Trump in 
spite of his blackened moral record, we might say this: Remember who you are and whom you serve. 
Consider how your justification of Mr. Trump influences your witness to your Lord and Savior. Consider 
what an unbelieving world will say if you continue to brush off Mr. Trump’s immoral words and behavior 
in the cause of political expediency.” The editor-in-chief, Mark Galli defended his article by claiming 
educated Evangelicals like himself have never supported Trump. 
  
Billy Graham himself often warned his followers not to mix religion with politics. He was concerned with 
the Moral Majority movement lead by Jerry Falwell in the 1980’s. Graham was recorded saying, “I don’t 
want to see religious bigotry in any form. It would disturb me if there was a wedding between the religious 
fundamentalist and the political right. The hard right has no interest in religion except to manipulate it.” 
At another time in an interview he addressed the issue of anti-gay beliefs, “ I’m for morality. But morality 
goes beyond sex to human freedom and social justice. . . .Evangelicals can’t be closely identified with any 
particular party or person. We have to stand in the middle to preach to all people, right and left.” 
  
Another Christian publication, “Christian Post” had an editorial that defended President Trump. One of 
the editors disagreed with the editorial and announced he would resign in protest. Napp Nazworth said 
he could no longer work for a publication that would defend Trump, “They’ve chosen to represent a 
narrow and shrinking slice of Christianity. That might be a good business decision, a short term at least. 
But . . . it’s bad for Democracy, and bad for the Gospel.”  
 
 

MERRIAM-WEBSTER’S WORD OF THE YEAR IS “THEY” 
The word of the year is based on the number of “look ups” over the past year. “They” as a gender-neutral 
pronoun gained prominence over the year as a substitute for the gender– specific pronouns, he and she. 
The word “they” is plural, but is now used as a singular pronoun. It is used to designate a person whose 
gender identity is non-binary. The American Psychological Association officially recommended that the 
pronoun “they” be used in professional writing when a person’s gender is in question.  
  
Merriam-Webster editor, Peter Sokolowski, made the point that “you” was initially plural, but over the 
years the change is no longer relevant. Even the pronouns, “thee” and “thou” were dropped from 
common usage, replaced by “you”. Change in language is always occurring and should upset no one.  
  
 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM A TRANGENDER WOMAN 
Editor’s note: The woman, Ellie McCluskey who wrote this is a friend on Facebook. I haven’t met her in 
person but learned of her through relatives in the Seattle area. I have followed her progress in the 
transition process for the past few years, and she has lived a dramatic life. She often writes about her 
experiences at work and at play. Through her, I have learned much about the life of a transgender person. 
She posted the message below a few days ago, and I asked if I could include it in this newsletter. She 
agreed to let me print it and use her name. The statement is poignant and encapsulates a great deal of 
emotion and reality. 
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Here are Ellie’s words: “I was discussing toxicity with a friend the other day. It all started when they told 
me I was brave for being out as a transwoman. I simply looked at them and said that it was all about loving 
myself. I had spent 27 years hating myself. That toxicity bled into everything I did and said. It was a big 
portion of what made me an unfaithful and unsupportive partner, a complete pessimist and a deeply 
distrustful person. Coming out is not a cure all though; it took a lot of introspection and hard work but 
that person is in the past. When it comes down to it, it’s always easier to be hated by others for living your 
truth than it is to hate yourself. Hating yourself is 24/7 it bleeds into everything you do and say. Being 
hated by others is easily escapable and far less of a burden upon the soul.” 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG and mail to: 

PFLAG 611 S. Palm Canyon Drive 7-262, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

Chapter Officers 

President: Mike Balasa, Vice-president: Carol Balasa,  

Treasurer: Peter East, Directors: Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 
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