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VIRTUAL PFLAG MEETING  
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH 2:30 P.M.  

In lieu of our regular monthly meeting at the Cathedral City Library, will be a virtual meeting, via Zoom. 

This will be a place to discuss your thoughts and concerns and an opportunity to connect with other 

PFLAGers.  

Just email us at info@PSpflag.org prior to the 16th and you will be added to the list. This will be an 

invitation-only meeting, so be sure to RSVP now! Note: you need to RSVP the July meeting even if you had 

sent in a request for the June meeting. You can expect an email invitation to arrive Sunday morning and 

can join with audio/video or by phone. 

Remember, your PFLAG-PS family is here and available to you by phone at 760-202-4430 or via email at 

info@PSpflag.org if you want to connect.  

Visit our Facebook page and share your thoughts, feelings and insights on your individual experience and 

insights on current events 

 

A Message From The Editor - Mike Balasa 

Here in rural Montana, living in our daughters’ RV park, we don’t have TV access. We get our 
entertainment from Facebook and DVDs. I ordered from Netflix the award-winning documentary, “Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor”, and we watched it a few day ago. The children's series ran from 1968 to 2001. My 
daughter was born in 1968, so watching Fred Rogers on TV was part of my life for several years. At first I 
thought it was too saccharine and didn’t watch it closely, but daughter Suzi loved the show. Slowly the 
kindness and gentleness of Mr. Rogers began to attract my attention. I wonder how much of my attraction 
to PFLAG and my commitment to the goals of PFLAG were influenced by Fred Rogers. 
  
Perhaps of the many quotes from Rogers that are on the internet the one where he expresses his overall 
ideal impresses me deeply. He said, “To love someone is to strive to accept that person exactly the way 
he or she is, right here and now.” He also said, “As human beings, our job in life is to help people realize 
how rare and valuable each one of us really is, that each of us has something that no one else has or ever 
will have. Something inside that is unique to all time. It’s our job to encourage each other to discover that 
uniqueness and provide ways of developing its expression.” 
  
There was a gay person on the show, Francois Clemmons, who played Officer Clemmons, the 
neighborhood policeperson. Rogers would not allow Clemmons to announce his sexual orientation to the 
press or bring it up on the show. I can understand why Rogers didn’t want to take up the LGBTQI cause 



on his show - his main concern was encouraging children. In his book about his life, Clemmons tells how 
Rogers finally accepted him and was like a father.  
  
Rogers died in 2001. Outside the church where Roger’s funeral was held, a group of people who use the 
Bible to justify their hate, held a protest against Rogers for his support of the “homosexual agenda”. In a 
way this was a tribute to a man who dared to take a stand for acceptance and love against the hate and 
bigotry still rampant in this country. 
 

JOHN LEWIS FOUGHT FOR EQUALITY 
John Lewis, who passed away on July 17th, never hesitated to join the battle for equality not only for racial 
minorities; but, also for LGBTQI persons. When his funeral procession on the way from Dobbins Air Force 
Base in Atlanta to the Georgia State Capitol came to the rainbow crosswalk at 10th Street and Piedmont 
Avenue, it came to a halt to pay tribute to his efforts. A crowd was there to applaud and honor the brave 
and early supporter of LGBTQI rights. He took up the cause for LGBTQI rights in the early 1960’s and never 
wavered in his support all his life. 
  
The crowd was reminded that Lewis, as early as 1996, gave an impassioned speech in the U.S. House of 
Representatives opposing the Defense of Marriage Act which banned the federal government from 
recognizing marriage equality. Lewis said in his speech, “This is a mean bill. It is cruel. This bill seeks to 
divide our nation, turn Americans against Americans, to seed fear, hatred, and intolerance. The bill denies 
gay men and women the right to liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Marriage is a basic human right. 
You cannot tell people they cannot fall in love.” 
  
In 2003 he wrote an opinion piece for the “Boston Globe”, “This discrimination is wrong. We cannot keep 
turning our backs on gay and lesbian Americans. I have fought too hard and too long against discrimination 
based on race and color not to stand up against discrimination based on sexual orientation. I’ve heard the 
reasons for opposing civil marriage for same-sex couples. Cut through the distractions, and they stink of 
the same fear, hatred, and intolerance I have known in racism and in bigotry.” 
  
In 1965, he marched for voting rights starting from Selma to Montgomery across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Alabama. Lewis faced Alabama State Troopers who were instructed to treat the marchers 
harshly. The police used tear gas and clubs to beat and jail the marchers. Lewis suffered a fractured skull 
from that encounter. 
  
He also helped organize the 1963 March on Washington. He shared the podium on that occasion with Dr. 
Martin Luther King who gave his unforgettable “I Have A Dream Speech.” He was first elected to Congress 
in 1986 and served 17 terms. Lewis died from Pancreatic Cancer - he was 80 years of age. He will be 
missed. 
  

IS THERE A GENETIC BASIS TO ANTI-LGBTQI SENTIMENT? 
Despite research findings from all the major medical and psychological associations that having a sexual 
orientation other than heterosexuality is a normal variation, some people still insist it is a choice and 
damaging to society. Those believers discount the evidence that most animal species have a certain 
percentage of individuals who exhibit homosexual behavior. They won’t listen to or believe personal 
testimonies of LGBTQI persons. In a New York Times article from July 8th, “How Could Human Nature 
Have Become This Politicized?”, written by Columbia University Professor of Journalism, Thomas B. Edsall, 
this question is explored citing research from credited scientists.  
  



Edsall quoted a political scientist, Kevin Smith, from the University of Nebraska who researches the 
connection between biology and psychology of people’s differences in political attitudes and behavior. 
Smith writes, “Fights about abortion, gay rights, gun rights, etc. are less about policy than about underlying 
core values, values that for many are not up for discussion or compromise because they are deeply held - 
indeed, given the genetic influences on such attitudes, it’s probably fair to say they are at least partly 
biologically instantiated. . . .as political parties have coalesced along ideologically consistent line, 
especially on issues related to race, they have created a political environment where genetically 
influenced predispositions, what most people would experience as gut feelings that one side or the other 
is right or wrong on a given set of issues of the day, made partisanship something that was much more 
likely to become a central part of someone’s identity. There’s little doubt that ideological realignment of 
the parties that has pushed many liberal Republicans into the Democratic camp and conservative 
Democrats in the opposite direction has created a political environment in which those with strong 
predispositions to lean one way or the other can readily mate those instinctual feelings to a political party 
that espouses and affirms those predispositions. You got a recipe for deeply polarized politics that is going 
to feed on its own dynamics and hard to change. And that sounds awfully like the political environment 
we have right now.” 
  
Edsall quotes other scientists who warn that there doesn’t seem to be a direct connection between 
genetic dispositions and political beliefs. Smith responded, “. . .innate forces combine with early 
development and later powerful environmental events to create attitudinal and behavioral tendencies. . 
. . A predisposition can be altered. Nonetheless, predispositions nudge us in one direction or another, 
often without our knowledge, increasing the odds that we will behave in a certain way, but leaving plenty 
of room for predispositions to be contravened.” 
  
Edsall concludes, “The electorate has been divided into two separate camps based on voters’ preferences 
for key foundational moral principles and the policies that derive from them, their social and cultural 
identities, and their preference for democratic or illiberal leadership. Politicians understand this 
intuitively. . .” 
  
  
  

NORTH DAKOTA’S REPUBLICAN PARTY ADOPTS ANTI-LGBTQI PLATFORM 
N.D. Republican Party platform included a harshly worded anti-LGBTQI policy statement that is drawing 
heavy criticism. Including a condemnation from the Republican Governor, Doug Burgum. The resolution 
was part of a package of 53 items that explains how the party stood on various issues. The intent of the 
resolution was to express opposition to civil rights for LGBTQI persons. The statement claims that LGBTQI 
rights bills are an attack on an individual’s religious liberty. 
  
The resolution has the following wording: “Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) bills grant 
protection to voyeurs who wish to prey on members of the opposite sex”. This wording refers to 
transgender persons using their preferred restrooms. “SOGI laws empower those practicing LGBT 
behaviors to assume positions of mentorships of minors often over objections of parents influencing their 
emotions and there by recruiting for their lifestyle. “ 
  
The resolution claims that “LGBT practices are unhealthy and dangerous, sometimes endangering or 

shortening life and sometimes infecting society at large.” While the resolution claims that the N.D. GOP 

party does not advocate discrimination it insists that LGBT “compulsions are primarily developmental 

and not genetic.” 



 Governor Burgum responded to the resolution with this statement: “There’s no place for the hurtful and 
divisive rhetoric in the NDGOP resolution. We can respect one another’s freedoms without disrespecting 
or discriminating against the LGBT members of our state and our own party, whom we support.” 
  

“VICE-SIGNALING”, A TERM DESCRIBING THE RIGHT-WING DISREGARD FOR OTHERS 
The term “vice-signaling” is beginning to show up on the internet as the division in this country continues 
to grow. An article in the on-line magazine, Independent, author and columnist, Noah Berlatsky discussed 
the growing trend to “vice-signal”. He gave this example from a right wing writer, “You can call me a 
Grandma killer. I’m not sacrificing my home, food on the table, all of our docs and dentist, every form of 
pleasure (museums, zoos, restaurants), all my kids’ teachers in order to make other people comfortable. 
If you want to stay locked down, do. I’m not.” 
  
Berlatsky commented that this form of disregard for others is now common among the right-wing 
adherents. “Conservatives have long embraced a kind of tough-love individualistic ethos which trumpets 
callousness as a good in itself. They have attacked “bleeding heart” liberals for decades for the moral sin 
of caring about people who are suffering, and for thinking that collectively we should try to address 
injustice and inequality, rather than submitting to economic Darwinism. Little wonder, then, that the right 
weaponized the term “virtue-signaling” over the past few years. The phrase is now used to sneer at 
anyone who expresses public concern about sexism, racism, homophobia, poverty, or bigotry of any sort.” 
  
The term “vice-signaling” was coined to counteract a term associated with the liberal movement, “virtue-
signaling. The term “vice-signaling” was created by historian and writer, David Perry, to label the right-
wings’ efforts to create a community based on cruelty and disregard for others. Berlatsky explains, “The 
right has in fact in many ways rejected the pursuit of virtue. Instead they have chosen to create 
communities tied together with virtue’s opposite. Conservative thinkers and pundits today frequently 
insist that reality does not have any place for communal and collective good, and instead call on people 
to admit, or even revel in, openly callous and bloodthirsty expressions of hatred or immorality.” Berlatsky 
gave the example of a comment made by the talk radio host, Alex Jones, who said that if there were 
coronavirus food shortages, he would eat his neighbors in order to feed his children”. 
  
Berlatsky concluded with this thought, “vice-signaling is not only a call to immorality. It’s a call to death . 
. . that they love vice more than they love life.” 
  

TRUMP’S HUMAN’S RIGHT COMMISSION TARGETS LGBTQI EQUALITY 
The Commission authorized by the president last year released a draft report that recommends that 
people with religious convictions should have their right protected to discriminate against LGBTQI people. 
Tarah Demant of Amnesty International USA issued a statement criticizing the draft, “The U.S. government 
cannot unilaterally redefine which human rights will be respected and which will be ignored. . . .efforts to 
cherry-pick rights in order to deny some their human rights is a dangerous political stunt that could spark 
a race to the bottom by human-rights abusing governments around the world. The administration is 
seeking to create a hierarchy of rights, where it gets to decide when rights are ‘unalienable’ and which 
rights are what it calls in the report ‘divisive social and political controversies,’ a category which 
predictably includes sexual, reproductive and LGBTQI rights.  
  
The commission was formed by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo who told the press the group would seek 
answers to the question, “How do we know or how do we determine whether that claim that this or that 
is a human right, is it true, and therefore, ought to be honored?” 
  



From the onset of the commission’s creation there was criticism that the people chosen to be on the 
commission were primarily anti-LGTBQ activists and fundamentalist Christians who emphasize biblically 
justified hate and condemnation in their theology. Critics warned that the commission would develop an 
alternative definition of human rights that excludes women and LGBTQI people. The draft reports proves 
they were correct. The report mentions religion or religious freedom 43 times, but doesn’t mention 
LGBTQI persons other than labeling marriage equality and anti-discrimination measures as “divisive social 
and political controversies”. Pompeo defended the commission by saying, “Words like ‘rights’ can be used 
for good or evil.” 
  
Molly Bangs of Equity Forward said that the report is part of the Trump administration’s consistent and 
continued erasure of LGBTQI people. LGBTQI people face threats to their health, safety, and civil rights 
here at home and around the globe and this report makes zero mention of protecting their rights. 

 
 

(More on next page)  



DEAR FRIENDS — IT IS TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW PFLAG MEMBERSHIP 

If you would like to join PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities,  

print and mail the form below or join online at www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html 

All our expenses go to furthering our mission. Our expenses are for materials that we supply to individuals, 

schools and supporting organizations; the information phone line, newsletter production, support to local 

schools’ Gay Straight Alliances; and, many other occasional expenses such as the Pride Parade.  

When you join and support the local PFLAG chapter with a membership of $30 or more, we send your 

name and a portion of the fees ($15) to PFLAG National, making you a member of both the National and 

our local chapter of PFLAG. You will receive all publications and notices.  

Members sometimes don’t realize that if you join National PFLAG directly you are not on the membership 

rolls of the PFLAG Palm Springs/Desert Communities. PFLAG National does not notify us that you joined, 

and they do not share any of the membership fee. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City____________________________________    ZIP_________ 

Phone No.___________________________     E-Mail_____________________________ 

 

Suggested Donation: Family Membership $50 ________ Individual $30 ________ 

Make check payable to PFLAG Palm Springs and mail to: 

PFLAG Palm Springs, PO Box 4326, Palm Springs, CA 92263 

______________________________________________________________ 

PFLAG INFORMATION LINE: (760) 202-4430 

EMAIL: info@pspflag.org 

 

Chapter Officers 

Co-presidents: Christine Hammond, Dan Smith, Sly Zelnys, Treasurer: Peter East 

Emeritus members: Mike and Carol Balasa 

 

ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT PFLAG 

Every time you shop online using AmazonSmile, PFLAG Palm Springs-Desert Communities  

will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

smile.amazon.com 

http://www.pspflag.org/joindonate.html
mailto:info@pspflag.org
https://smile.amazon.com/
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